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Further Reportage on GDR Refugee Situation 


Kohl to Honecker 
LD1408142289 Hamburg DPA in German 1323 GMT 
14 Aug 89 


[ort Bane CEN eee hanes Stee Kale 
has appealed directly to GDR state and party leader 
Erich Honecker to reach a solution to the problem of 
in the Federal Republic's representations in 

East Berlin and Budapest. 


Government spokesman Norbert Schaefer told the press 
in Bonn today that there has as yet been no response to 
the communication, which was delivered last Friday. 
Schacfer would not comment on the contents of the 
verbal communication which Carl Duisberg, permanent 
official for the GDR in the chancellor's office, passed on 
during his talk with the GDR Deputy Foreign Minisier 
Kurt Nier in East Berlin. The chancellor will, however, 
refrain from “further measures” at present. 


Juergen Sudhoff, state secretary in the Foreign Ministry, 
today held a detailed talk lasting several hours with 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Gyula Horn in Budapest on 
the subject of a humanitarian solution for the 181 GDR 
refugees—including 40 children and young people—in 
the Bonn embassy there. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Hanns Schumacher told the press that the Hungarian 
interlocutor had been very understanding. He refused, 
however, to report on details. The attempt to find a 
humanitarian solution renders it impossible to hold 
forth in public. There are apparently a further 20 GDR 
refugees in the FRG Embassy in Prague, and | refugee in 
the FRG representation in Warsaw. 


Government spokesman Schaefer stated that the federal 
government is continuing to conduct talks with the GDR 
at various levels. The meeting plauned for this 
Wednesday between state secretary Walter Priesnitz 
from the omen | for Intra-~German Affairs and GDR 
wnt gehen ogel will probably take place, a min- 

said. The federal government has also 
portly UN refugee commissioner in Geneva to send a 
delegation to Hungary again. This too, should contribute 
toward reducing the tension in the situation. 


Something causing even more headaches for the Foreign 
Ministry than the refugees in the Budapest embassy 1s, 
according to Schumacher, the many people from the 
GDR who have not found refuge in the embassy build- 
ings but who are seeking advice. Many of them have 
inwardly broken off links to the GDR and are materially 
at the end of their rope. 


Schumacher reported that according to information 
from Hungarian government circles there are at present 
approximately 200,000 GDR citizens in Hungary. This 


lunchtime, 100 people sought advice in front of Bonn's 
embassy. The Bonn diplomats are endeavoring to look 
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after these peop’t in cooperation with the Red Cross and 
other aid organizations. Bridging loans are also being 
paid “We are leaving no one in the lurch”, Schumacher 
assared. 


According to Schumacher, Sudhoff, who intended to 
bret Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher during 
the course of today, also spoke with the refugees in the 
embassy today. On the part of the GDR citizens no 
criticism whatsoever has been leveled at the behavior of 
the embassy staff. On the contrary, their extraerdinary 
work in a difficult situation has been praised. The 
Foreign Minisiry today published a letter signed by 
spokespersons for the refugees in which they distance 
themselves “indignantly and with cons:ernation”™ from a 
report on alleged inhuman conditions in the Budapest 
embassy. Such accusations were made in a letter from 33 
GDR citizens in the embassy, which “SPIEGEL” pub- 
lished at the weekend. 


The Socialist Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] Pre- 
sidium called on the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
[SED] leadership to finally tackle internal reforms in the 
GDR. SPD Federal Whip Anke Fuchs reciled the 
“dispute document™ agreed between the SPD and the 
SED. The principles laid down in it of the culture of 
political dispute also have to be valid in the GDR. 


Talks ‘Jointly’ Cancelled 
LD1508131789 Hamburg DPA in German 1253 GMT 
1S Aug 8&9 


a result, the talk between Walter Pricsnitz, secretary of 
state at the Ministry of Inner-German Relations, and East 
oo planned for Wednisday, 


The intention was to see how the situation would 
develop after the chancellor's new initiative, Schmuel- 
ling said. Kohl's letter was apparently handed over in 
East Berlin on Monday evening. Nothing was announced 
about its contents. However, it was said that the federal 
chancellor had thought it important that ‘he SED Polit- 
buro, at its session in East Berlin on Tuesday, would be 
familiar with Bonn’s ideas. 








FBiS-WE! -89-157 
16 August 1989 


Efforts for Solution Continue 
AU 1508165689 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1100 GMT 15 Aug 89 


[Wolfgang Labuhn report from Budapest] 


[Text] According to the Hungarian Foreign Ministry. 
181 GDR citizens are still in the FRG Embassay in 
Budapest. Efforts to get to the Austrian border are 
apparently increasing, and 47! GDR citizens 

were hindered from crossing the border last weekend. In 
addition, diplomatic efforts are continuing. Juergen Sud- 
hoff, state secretary in the Foreign Ministry, met with the 
Hungarian foreign minister yesterday [14 August]. Then 
the GDR ambassador was received by the Hungarian 
Foreign Minister. 


Wolfgang Labuhn has a report on the latest events in 
Budapest: 


There are indications that something is happening 
regarding efforts to find a solution to the refugee crisis. 
Following his meeting with State Secretary Sudhoff. 
Foreign Minister Horn asked GDR Ambassador (?Gerd 
Heres) to see him in the Foreign Ministry, expounding to 
him the Hungarian Government's position on solving 
the situation of the GDR citizens in the FRG Embassy. 
In doing so, Horn stressed that this problem was an affair 
of the two German states, and that Hungary was inter- 
ested in secing it solved soon. 


The consular section in the GDR Embassy confirmed 
officially last night [14 August] that—quote—the stay of 
GDR citizens in the FRG Embassy will have no conse- 
quences for them if they return to the GDR, and this also 
holds true for GDR citizens who have no valid travel 


documents—unquote 


The Hungarian Government, on the other hand, report- 
edly has confirmed that GDR citizens will not be 
deported to the GDR against their will. 


Another probable indication of intensified efforts behind 
the scenes is the fact that GDR citizens seeking help can 
continue to contact the FRG Embassy indirectly, even 
though they carnot do so in the embassy itself, but, as of 
today, in the offices of the Hungarian Maltese relief 
service in the northwest of Budapest. This service pri- 
marily gives humanianan aid, however, FRG Embassy 
staff members can also be asked for advice here. 


No new statements have been made on the situation of 
the 181 GDR would-be emigres in the FRG Embassy. 
On the other hand, the situation of the GDR citizens 
who have set up camp in front of the FRG Consulate in 
another district of Budapest has substantially improved. 
Since the embassy was closed to visitors, they have been 
supplied by the embassy with foodstuffs, blankets, and 
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camp beds. In addition, two mobile washrooms were sct 
up. The embassy als: gives the refugees who are waiting 
here and most of wh. have run out of moncy, Hun- 
garian moncy. 

A young mechanic from the GDR, who has been wasting 
in front of the consulate with his parents for 10 days. told 
me yesterday that he had been told: (Begin recording] 
The moncy that we have received on these 2 days since 
Sunday [13 August] are donations from the Fedcral 
Republic, and—I am now speaking on behalf of ali—we 
would like to very cordially thank the FRG citizens who 
have such an active interest in us and ha+s helped us in 
such a fnendly way with this money. They have been 
very helpful indeed. [end recording] 


GDR Responds to Kohi Letter 
LD1608 103789 Hamburg DPA in German 1007 GMT 
16 Aug 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The GDR leadership has appar- 
ently reacted to the communication from Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohi on the subject of a resolution of the 
drama surrounding GDR citizens in FRG missions in 
Eastern Europe who wish to leave the country. Details 
were not yet known today in Bonn. 


According to DPA’s information from government cir- 
cles, in a letter to GDR state and party leader Erich 
Honecker, Kohl proposed a solution to the refugee 
problem through high-level political talks. The chancel- 
lor’s letter was delivered in East Berlin 14 August. It 
could have been discussed at the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany Politburo meeting 15 August. 


The meeting originally planned for today between Inner- 
German Relations Ministry State Secretary Walter 
Priesnitz and East Berlin Laywer Wolfgang Voge: was 

jointly cancelled to await political developmcnis. 
Priesnitz and Vogel have been instructed by both gov- 
ernments to try and find a hun:anitarian solution to the 


refugees cases. 


Refugees Hiding in Hungary 
AU 1308190089 Boan DIE WELT in German 
12-13 Aug 89 7 


[Unattributed report: “In Hungary the First GDR Ref- 
ugees Are Going Underground Now”) 


[Excerpts] Berlin/Budapesi—(passage omitted) Hun- 
garian opposition quarters have reported that between 
300 and 400 GDR citizens who are afraid to return to the 


other part of Germany after their attempts to escape 
failed, live in Hungary now. 


The political differences between the GDR and Hungary 
over these issues have meanwhile also led to a course of 
economic confrontation. SED economic experts have 








in German 13 Aug 89 p 2 


The data are based on “ 


plished. cy of Geri 1.00 fe 13.0 perons 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


persons. city of Freiberg, about 6.000 persons: city of 
Zweckau (120,000 imhabutants). about 6.000 persons: 
Werdau Kreis, about 2.000 to 2.100 persons: 


—era Berk: City of Gera (130.000 mhabitants). 
about 5.000 persons: in Jena (107,000 inhabitants). 
6.000 to 10,000 applcations: in Saalicid. about 3.000 
persons. in Bad Blankenburg. about 4.000 persons: m 
Poessneck Kren, about 1.500 persons. 


—Halle Bezirk: City of Halle/Halle-Neustadt. about 
40,000 persons, which is about 10 percent of the 
population. 


—Bertin Bezirk (East Berlin): in East Berion (1.2 mithon 
inhabitants). 80.000 persons. 


—Leipzig Bezirk: about $0,000 applications. 


The sntelligence report adds: “Even though these data 
are yust highlights. they underline the difficult situation 
which has assumed special proportions 19 the 
south of the GDR. The of those who have 
filed applications here is very likely about 10 percent. 


[passage omitted] 


In add ton, the report says: “li must be stressed that the 
wish to resetile in the West has in particular increased 


among the younger GDR inhabitants.” [passage 
omitted] 
Kohl on Elections, EC, GDR 


AU 1408143989 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 13 Aug 89 pp 3-4 


Interview with Chancellor Helmut Kohl by BILD AM 
NTAG in St Gilgen, Austria; date not given] 


ncerpts} {Passage omitted) BILD AM SONNTAG: 
decision will you make on the extreme-right 
Republicans” 
Kohl: At the party congress | will emphatically oppose 
absurd debates and a “decision on incompatibility.” 
especialy regarding the Republicans We resolved every- 
thing that 1s necessary long ago. The Christian Demo- 
cratic Union ] will not cooperate with the German 
Communist y. the Greens, the Republicar:. or the 
National Democratic Party on any level. 


BILD AM SONNTAG: Will the extreme-rig! t Republ- 
cans gain seats in the next Bundestag” 

Kohl: No, | expect us to succeec in keeping the Repub- 
licans below five percent. The CDU/Carstian Social 
Union [CSU] will nen in the elections in vey good form. 


[passage omitted] 


BILD 4M SONNTAG: Do you expect mudslinging in 
the election campaign” 
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Kohl: The Bundestag ciection campaign will be very 
hard, however, the CDU/CSU will not resort to mud- 
shingsng The clecuuon will be the decrsvon of the century 


BILD AM SONNTAG: Will the EC become even larger” 


Kohl: Yes, | expect other states, such as Austria and thus 
possibly also East Bloc countries such as Hungary, to 
become EC member. by the turn of the century 


ee ee 
DR? 


Kohl: By election day in 1990, approximately 20 millon 
visits by GDR citizens to our country will haw. taken 
place in the previous 4 years. There are many new 
contacts. The will toward national unity has grown, 
the GDR. 


He 


BILD AM SONNTAG: When will the East Berlin gov- 
ernment react to this and change its course? 


Kohl: The GDR cannot evade the reform process. Time 
is working against Mr Honecker. The famous sentence 
“One cannot sit on bayonets” also applies to him. 


BILD AM SONNTAG: Are you really quite sure that the 
Free Democratic Party | again wants a coalition 
with the CDU/CSU after the elections” 


Koht: Yes, the FDP will still be at the side of the 
CDU/CSU after election day. 


BILD AM SONNTAG: Some people in the FDP are not 
so sure of this... 


Kohl: ln 1990 we will have successfully cooperated for 8 
years. If the FDP were not to commit itself to continuing 


the coalition with the CDU/CSU before the next elec- 
tion, it would deny the jomt success and thus its own 
achic vements. It would have to pay for this in the next 
election, and our answer to the FDP’s retreat would be 
unambiguous 


BILD AM SONNTAG: Would a retreat mean the end of 
the Bonn government coalition. 


Kohl: Yes, but | am sure that this will not happen. 
[passage omitted] 
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Discusses G, JR's ‘Stalinist’ Course 
AU 1408152289 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 13 Aug 89 p 7 


[interview with Oufnea Hennig, state secretary in the 
Ministry for inner<German Relations, by BILD AM 
SONNTAG: “Henmg Honecker Sticks to Stalinist 
Course”; date and place not given] 


[Text] BILD AM SONNTAG: Has the federal 
ment found oul why so many citizens want to leave the 
GDR precisely now” 


Hennig: Ench Honecker is sticking to his Stalinist course 
without any change. He hopes that Gorbachev's reforms 
will be frustrated. Then he wants to be clected as the 
savior of “real socialism” next May. Meanwhile. the 
GDR people have also realized these intentions. They no 
longer hope for improvements in their homeland, and so 
they flee. Honecker will only be able to avoid the 
press. re for emigration through reforms. 


Reportage on Helmut Schaefer Activities in Cuba 


Meets With 
FL/ 108203089 Havana Radio 
in Spanish 1952 GMT 11 Aug 89 


ape, agp diner A eae ser 

of Cuba [PCC] Politburo and PCC Secretariat of 
the Central Committee, has received the delegat 
headed by the FRG's minister of state for foreign rela- 
trons, Helmut Schaefer. 


Network 


In @ mecting termed as constructive, the officials 


By invitation of the MINREX [Ministry 
Relateons}, Mr Helmut Schaefer 1s making 
visit to Cuba. In his talks with Risquet, Schacfer 


fs 


talked about the Central Amencan situation. Both offi- 
cials analyzed this problem in view of the recently held 
Central American presidests’ summit in Tela. Hondu- 
ras. Risquet and Schacfer noted the significance of the 
agreements reached ai the summit as well as the impor- 
tance of Mr Schaefer's visit to that region to meet with 


the five Central American presidents. 
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Risquet said that Schaefer's meeting with the Central 
Amencen presscients will be Western Europe's contrnbu- 
tion to the peaceful solution of the problems in Centra! 
Amenca. Both men agreed that the ongin of the conflicts 
im that region ave based in the economic underdevelop- 
ment of those aations. Risgquet noted thal our nation 
supports the Tela agreements. 


When speaking of Namibia, both officials said thai 
success there will be an encouragement for the oppressed 


[Begin recording] [Schaefer, in German with simulta 
neous Spanish translation) | want to say that | am very 
grateful for the long talks | was able to have with Fide! 
Castro and Carlos Rodriguez on matters that, on 
the one hand, affect us directly, but also go beyond that 
subject matter. When we talk about foreign policy, we 
are referring to the agreements reached at the Tela 


a 
i 
. 
iff 
+ 
a 
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On bilateral relations, Schaefer sand that he agreed with 
Cuban officials to increase cultural and scientific 
exchanecs, as well as tomism. Also expected are closer 
relations between both nations and more visits by FRG 
officials to Cuba. 


Al the airport, acting Foreign Minister Jose Raul Viera 
and other officials of the Ministry of Foreign Relations 
[MINREX] bid farewell to the visiting delegation. 


Schacfer arrived im our country last 9 August on official 
invitation by the MINREX. He termed his visit to Cuba 
as excellent. 


“Hackers’ With Spying for KGB 
1.D1508171489 Hambure DPA in German 1602 GMT 
iS Aug 89 


by one of the lawy<rs in Hanover on Tuesday. The three 
have been charged with “agent activity for the secret 
services,” which can be punished with up to 5 years 
impnsonment 


A charge of betrayal of state secrets was not brought. 
Initially, the security authorities had not excluded the 
possibility of the computer spies’ also having sold highly 
sensitive secrets to the KGB. The Federal Prosecutor's 
Office in Karisruhe still was not prepared to confirm the 
content of the indictment on Tuesday. 


In total, six people from Berlin and Hanover are being 
accuse of spying for the KGB. One member of the 
group, Karl Koch (24), committed suicide under myste- 
rious circumstances. The completely charred corpse of 
the young man was found at the beginning of June in a 
wood between Celle and Branschweig. 


on Bundeswehr, East Bloc 
AU 1408182489 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 13 Aug 89 p 8 


[Siegmar Schelling report on mierview with FRG 
Defense Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg in St. Peter-Or- 
ding “SPD Playing Dangerous Game With 
Bundeswehr” —date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Stoltenberg says that the 
Bundeswehr must be adjusted to the “drastically 
changed demographic conditions.” He adds that in the 6 
years from 1987 through 1993, the quota of cligi 
draftees to be recruited will drop by 200,000, 
450,000 to 250,000, every year. In addition, there will be 
increased competition from the free economy. “The only 
thing that helps is for us to make the Bundeswehr more 
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attractive—not only financially.” Stohenberg says that 
reservists are gaming imcreasingly in importance for the 
Bundeswehr's presence and defense ability 


He says that of course, every plan will also depend on the 
development of the Vienna negotiations. He adds that 
“the results of these negotiations, currently taking shape. 
should be consicered in NATO's planning™ That 
grabbing tricks. He says that initial talks have long been 
held in the alliance: “A reduction in the number of 
aircraft, tanks. and artilicry im the Western alliance on 
condition tha’ the East Bloc reduce its massive super- 
ority first, will have consequences for our forces.” 


have been achieved in Vienna, and once if 1s certain that 
the Soviet Umon sill implement them. However. under 
this premuse “a certain reduction in NATO's forces and 
the Bundeswehr is conceivabic.” says. He 
adds that the defense ability must be ensured ai a “lower 
level.” 


In this respect, Stoltenberg’s goals collide with the uncer- 
tainty of most Western politicians about Soviet party 


den callin dhektek, as ion 
like to see “the declared Sovict 


In Bonn’s Permanent Mission ir East Berlin, 131 GDR 
citizens are waiting for an opportunity to leave the 
country, and 158 are in Bonn’s embassy in the Hun- 
garian capital, Budapest. 


belie es that one of the causes of these flights 
1s the “deep disappointment about the lack of readiness 
to accept reform within the old communist leadership in 
East Berlin.” In view of the opportunities taking shape of 
more latitude in the Soviet LU mion, Poland. and !lungary. 
“the Germans in the GDR are all the more aware of, and 
are shocked by the Socialist Unity Party [SED] leader- 


believe that the SED leadership will be able in the long 
run to avoid reforms, he does not now sce any readiness 
On its part to give in: “That leads to this dramatic 
aggravation that we are watching with concern.” Stolten- 
berg adds: “We have no interest in the depopulation of 
the GDR. We do ant want reunification to take plave on 
West German soil as a result of the escapes.” 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


dangerous game” to mak« the Bundeswehr an clectwr 
campaign theme under the green banner The Secu 
recent ideas “hit the Bundesechr’s core.” 


on Cots 
1U 1408201189 Sfanich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZPITUNG 
in German 14-15 Aug 89 p § 


[Excerpt] The Federal Defense Ministry has told SU ED- 
DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG that the report published by the 


genera 
imstructions to reduce the Bundeswehr to 400,000 men 
by the year 1995, and that there wou'd be no cxtenson of 
military service from 15 to 18 months. What 1s correct 1s 


to Hardthoche [FRG Defense Ministry}. 
Inspector General Dieter Wellershoff 1s currently cxam- 
ming several possibilities im this respect. “which also 
concern the number of troops in peacetime.” In dome so. 
the inspector general considers the decisions of the 
legislature on the duration of basic miditary service. The 
Defense Ministry says that because the results of the 
study are not yet known, figures on the Bundeswehr's 
“peacetime strength” are rejected as improper specula- 
tron [passage omitted] 


GDR's Chief on Modernization Problenss 
AU 1408 190889 DIE WELT im German 
12-13 Aug 89 p 7 


[Report by “ol” on interview with Klaus Heakes, chief of 
the | GDR airline: “We Are Lacking Forcign 
Exchange To Buy Airbus Aircraft on a Large Scale” — 
date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] Lespzig—“Where are we supposed to ect the 
dollars to buy more Airbus aircraft”™” Klaus Henkes. the 


60-year-old general manager of “he GDRs state-run 
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The ministry is also in continual contact with the Italian 
Embassy in Beirut to keep up to date on the situation, 

’ the Italian nationals in the Lebanese 
capital as the ing intens:fies. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 














FBIS-WEU-89-157 
16 August 1989 


* Gonralez ‘Considering’ Early Elections 


* No Decision Yet 
35480148 Madrid DIARIO 16 in Spanish 
26 Jul 89 pp 1, 5 


[Report by Marilo Suartez and Pilar Ripoli] 


[Text] Palma de Mallorca—Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez announced today in Palma de Mallorca, after 
meeting with King Juan Carlos, that during his vacation 
in Donana he would think “aboct the most appropriate 
time to call elections,” adding, however, that he is 
ee po My 6 B ee oly 


Gonzalez reaffirmed that a decision on moving the 
elections forward would be made “as a function of 


holding the general elections at the same time as the 
Galician elections is a “scenario that is difficult to bring 


The prime minister held a press conference yesterday at 
Marivent Palace in Palma de Mallorca, the summer 
residence of the king and queen of Spain, after meeting 
with Juan Carlos. 


Felipe Gonzalez answered various questions about cur- 
rent politics, denied rumors of negotiations with ETA 
[Basque Fatherland and Liberty], asserted that, contrary 
to summertime speculation, there would be no Cabinet 
reshuffling, and dispelled doubts about the most impor- 
tant decisions that the Council of Ministers will have to 
make in coming weeks. 


As for licensing the three private TV channels, the prime 
minister said that when he returns to Madrid, he expects 
to see the technical report from the Transportation 
Ministry. 


“If I have time to examine it,” he said, “I'm in favor of 
making a decision as soon as possible, but if I can't do so 
thoroughly, it will be postponed until the Council of 
Ministers meeting on 25 August,” inasmuch as the 
deadline is not until 29 August. 


Regarding the rumor of government negotiations with 
the terrorist organization ETA, Felipe Gonzalez asserted 
that “there haven't ocen any, and there are no prospects 
of a dialogue with a terrorist organization that has shown 
that the only language it understands is violence.” 


As for the rocky relations between the PSOE government 
and the UGT [General Union of Workers], the chief 
executive indicated that so far these differences have not 
had a negative electoral impact on the party. 


SPAIN il 


The prime minister also talked abou various economic 
measu.es that the government has in the pipeline, 
asserting that “the VAT will not be raised, especially 
since we're involved in a European debate on harmo- 
nizing indirect taxation.” 


Gonzalez said he was more in favor of “taking action on 
installment sales” to dampen consumption, and he 
announced austerity budgets for 1989. [end DIARIO 16 
summary} 


Palma de Mallorca—Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
has not vet decided whether he will move up the general 
elections, indicating as much by stating that he was 
giving this possibility some thought. “I don't care to tal 
about this. | really haven"t made a decision,” he said. 


During the meeting with newsmen in one of the out- 
buildings of Marivent Palace, the prime minister was 
vague in his statements, avoiding any straightforward 
reply or comment on current affairs. 


As for moving up the general elections, Felipe Gonzalez 
is still considering whether it would be a good idea to 
finish out the government's term or to pick an appro- 
priate time for the next general elections. “I have to give 
it some more thought to find out what we're working on 
and what would be advisable.” 


As far as the prime minister is concerned this issue goes 
beyond “the fights that we may have with one another. 
When I talk about this issue, | don’t want to affirm or 
deriy. To put it in political terms, one always says that 
moving up an election means more than 6 or 7 months 
from the end of a legislative session.” 


In the same ambiguous tone Prime Minister Gonzalea 
went on to explain that as of that point the entire range 
is open, “and I have no reason to narrow it. The times 
that I've given some serious thought to the others, I've 
gotten a kick in the shins, and one tires of getting kicked 
in the shins.” 


Nothing Decided 


In this regard Felipe Gonzalez stressed that he has 
decided nothing, “inasmuch as I don’t like moving 
[elections] up or cuiting the legislatures short.” He added 
that “the previous session lasted 3 2 years, which in 
European terms is considered a full legislative session, 
and this one could last 3? 2 or 4 years. At the moment I 
don't know,” Felipe Gonzalez stated. 


In spite of this yes but no, the prime minister did not rule 
out the possibility of working on the hypothesis of 
having the Galician autonomous-community elections 
coincide with the general elections. 








The prime muinisie: showed that he had calculated the 
ign of this possibility, at the same time 
he seemed to rule out the optior. “It's relatively unlikely. 
I see no reason for it. If they looked for a date that was 
not near Christmas, that could be worked on,” Gonzalez 


He also acknowledged the need to concentrate election 
periods in Europe. “This is something that we and the 
Italians, the Germans, and even the British are calling 
for. So we are hearing the same complaints here as in the 


Felipe Gonzalez recalled that the 
working days to award the licenses from the time that the 
commission in question submits its report, “and from 
what has stayed with me, as Manuel Fraga would say, 
my studies in law school, the 30 working days are 
around 29 August.” 
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as the prime minister is concerned, the start of 
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“In this regard there has been speculation with very 
negative effects and that has no foundation. Since the 
experiment in Algiers in the beginning of the year there 
have not been, are not now, and will not be any prospects 


* Solchaga in Favor 
35480148 Madrid DIARIO 16 in Spanish 6 Jul 89 p 5 


[Report by Carlos Davila, first paragraph is DIARIO 16 


Carlos Solchaga is pushing forthe earty disotstion ofthe 


prime minister himself, by Deputy Prime Minister 
Alfonso Guerra, Education Minister Javier Solana, and 
Executive Branch spokeswoman Rosa Conde. 


She has officially stated two things: First, the president 
has no intention, “for now,” of ending the current 
session of parliament carly; second, he is not going to 
revamp his Cabinet cither. 


Rosa Conde also asserted that “the idea has not crossed, 
not even for a second,” the prime minister's mind, 
adding that nothing is being moved up nor is there a 
change in government. She reaffirmed her statement 
thus: “When I talk the way I'm talking, it's because | 
know what I'm talking about.” 


Tight Budgets 


The spokeswoman admitted, however, that there are 
ministers in the Cabinet who are asking the prime 
minister to hold elections early. And she did not deny 
that Economy Minister Carlos Solchaga is the primary 
promoter of the idea. He apparently believes that the 
political situation right now (which is good, in his 


judgment) will worsen if the economy deteriorates in the 
months to come, as the economic experts of the govern- 
ment and of the country's public and private financial 
institutions expect. 











we can gather, is the one who is most magnanimously 
pushing for a delay in the election timetable so that the 
Opposition can rebuild. 


In any event, political developments over the next few 


up 
convincing Felipe Gonzalez that he ought to call them. 


At the moment the polls (that the Center for Sociological 
Research (CIS) is conducting with public monies for the 
government's enjoyment) indicate, Rosa Conde admits, 
that the PSOE is on a striking upswing, so much so that 
if elections were held today, the predominant party 


To the above mentioned, more or less credible reasons 
we must, of course, add another: socialism's stubborn 
propensity for helping its convenient enemy Manuel 
Fraga. In the People’s Party the supporters of the “boss” 
are shouting their idea from the rooftops: “Fraga is our 
best candidate.” The PSOE thinks so, too. 


* Delay May Aid Opposition 
35480148 Madrid EPOCA in Spanish 
24 Jul 89 pp 28-31 


[Report by Luis Herrero: “The Opposition Goes 
Without Vacations”) 


[Text) 
Felipe Gonzalez Wants To Finish Out the Session 


Felipe Gonzalez seems to have finished playing “she 
loves me, she loves me not” and is apparently deter- 
mined to let the legislative session run until the spring of 


the CDS [Democratic and Social Center] will attempt a 
reconciliation with its constituency, and the left will 
probably waste its last chance to achieve communist 


A few days after 15 June, Felipe Gonzalez began a period 
of consultations with the members of his Cabinet to 
examine whether it would be a good idea to move up the 
elections to this fall or, on the contrary, to finish out the 
legislative session. The decision was not even close: all of 


validity to the current economic policy in the eyes of the 
electorate and, at the same time, to socially discredit 
who are most opposed to it. In other words, 

at the ballot box again would 

the of Nicolas Redondo and of the 
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Felipe Gonzalez (and most of his ministers) wants (and 
want) to give the other political parties time so that the 
i catch them unawares right in 
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the aftermath of their disastrous showing. In the prime 
minister's opinion, institutional stability cannot be 
attained until a real alternative to the government finally 
takes shape. And, his par’isans assert, he wants to help 
out in this regard. 


Other sources that are not as close to the PSOE are 
saying, however, that if Felipe Gonzalez decides to finish 
out the legislative session, it will not be exactly to lend 
the opposition a hand, but rather to make the most of the 
current absolute majority, because he is convinced that 
achieving another is little less than impossible. One 
prominent opposition leader, who says he is familiar 
with CIS [Center for Sociological Research] data, con- 
tends that the PSOE would not get more than 165 seats 
if the elections were moved up to the fall, because it has 
been shown, he says, that the results of the 15 June 


leagues, 
dissolve the Cortes ta Seplomber x8 call elections in 


community elections in Galicia, which will be an acid 
test for Manuel Fraga’s immediate future, and on 
repairing some internal rifts caused by the electoral 
setback on 15 June—above all a response to Marcelino 
Oreja and his plan to turn the PP into a Christian 


eS ee ne eee 
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the same time, to personally satisfy all of the doubts that 
the recent strategic moves have created in a wide seg- 
ment of the party, especially the pacts with the PP in four 
specific city governments. 

According to the testimony of several who have attended 
these weekly meetings, Adolfo Suarez is devoting parti:- 
ular attention to an analysis of these issues: the nomina- 
tion of Jose Ramon Caso as the candidate on the 
European slate; the apathy of the electorate; explaining 
the pacts with the PP; discrimination on TV, and lastly, 
strategic considerations for the future. 


The former prime minister explains that before the 
European campaign began, the polls for internal party 
use showed that the traditional voters of the CDS would 
post the highest proportional rate of abstention on the 
political spectrum. The only possible way to offset this 
nonvoting trend was to spur the party's regional organi- 
zations to commit themselves to an intense vote-getting 
campaign. In his preliminary analysis the party's secre- 
tary general was, therefore, the person best suited to 
t using a sleepy rank and file organization. The blame 
for not having done so falls mainly on the national 
president (who was himself unable to sufficiently moti- 
vate the party headquarters to work hard) and, of course, 
to regional leaders. Estimates are tha each activist got 
out 20 votes. In 1986 they got out 200. 


Adolfo Suarez’ explanations have tended to be most 
extensive, however, on the issue of how the specific pacts 
with the PP came about. He relates that the initiative 
arose right after the parliamentary debate on the state of 
the nation, when it became obvious that the PSOE and 
PP were engaged in a premeditated pincer movement 
against the centrist party, which was in danger of fading 
from the political limelight. Suarez argues that it was a 
well-caiculated tactical move, and one that was widely 
debated in decisionmaking bodies, although it was ulti- 
mately “torpedoed” by distorted TV reporting and the 

of the conservatives. In this regard, the CDS 
leader recalls that he always intended to keep his talks 
with the People’s Party secret and to limit them to the 
smallest number of municipalities; if it had been pos- 
sible, to Madrid alone. Nevertheless, the indiscretion of 
right-wing leaders and their ambitious plan to extend the 
talks to the 17 municipalities that the PSOr governs with 
a plurality, helped to create the impression that this was 
a comprehensive pact that would lead, moreover, to a 
coalition-government accord. 


Manipulation on TV 


The Socialists did not hesitate to take advantage of the 
opportunity that they were given to spread the message 
by way of television that a general regrouping of center- 
right political forces was ir the works. Suarez’ complaint 
here has to do not so much with the tenor of the 
statements by PSOE leaders as with the systematic 
blocking of the CDS explanations that could have offset 
the campaign of confusion fueled by leading Socialists. 








FBIS-WEwU-89-157 
16 August 1989 


The CDS president is now trying to explain to his party's 


campaign accusing 
Seals ic af ah camden qremmentaees tn whieh 


tea Ogee oie, to whom he plans to 
convey a prc gressive message. Suarez says that it is still 
possible to regain the voter support that polls showed 
him with just a few months ago, over 15 percent in any 
case. 


On the left, to which 15 June was kinder than to the 
right, the outlook is not that optimistic. Julio Anguita is 
pleased with United Left's growth rate, which he 


of a chance that the offer that Santiago Carrillo made 
him will bear fruit. The curren 
Wahu tan enamel ont 

a coalition among IU, the PTE [Spanish Workers Party], 
and the PCPE for the next general elections. Anguita, 
who has not yet discussed the matte: cither with the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party or with 
United Left's group leadership, has rejected Carrillo’s 
proposal. “You can join United Left; it is a coalition 
open to all leftist parties that share its objectives,” 
Anguita contends. 


This view could be qualified, however, in the Commu- 


performance of 15 June. The left could thus cling to its 
dream of becoming the country’s number three parlia- 
mentary force. 


* Aznar Cool to Fraga ‘Rotation’ Plan 
35480147¢ Madrid ABC in Spanish 20 Jul 89 p 27 


[Report by Luis Jaramillo] 


[Text} Valladolid—The president of the Junta [executive 
body] of Castile and Leon and national vice president of 
the PP, Jose Maria Aznar, has told ABC that he cannot 
say for sure whether he will take turns with che other vice 


presidents in Carrying out party responsibilities during 


SPAIN 


Manuel Fraga’s absence as president. “I'm not interested 
in any yellow jersey [reference to Tour de France front- 
runner]. The only one that really interests me is Perico 
Delgado’s,” Aznar said. 


The president of Castile and Leon said that he lives in 
Valladolid and is going to remain in Castile and Leon. 
“I'm not interested in any yellow jersey. The only one 
that really interests me is Perico Delgado’s. I couldn't 
care less about the rest,” Aznar said in answer to the 
question of whether he wants to wear his party's “yellow 


jersey” in the general elections. 


As for the vice ial rotation that Fraga has 
proposed, he said that “this is one of the possibilities. 
Well...it seems OK to me. It's just that I'm going to find 
it very hard to do, because I live in Valladolid, and my 
responsibilities are in Castile and Leon. So it will be very 
hard for me to do.” Aznar asserted that he is not 
interested in running for prime minister: “I repeat: | 
don't want to run for anything. I'm in Castile and Leon 
and here is where I'm going to stay.” 


In remarks to RNE [Spanish National Radio] the vice 
president of the PP added that he has been tested for 10 
years and always will be. He hedged by adding that 
although he would be willing to be his party's candidate 
for prime minister, kis duty is to the community of 
Castile and Leon, underscoring that his only ambition is 
to remain president of this autonomous community. In 
this regard, he reaffirmed that he would “still not lift a 
finger to get to the Moncioa.” 


Aznar rejected the criticisms that have been voiced of 
the results of the autonomous-community summit 
meeting in Segovia. “The results are . Each 
can say what he likes, because he is free to, but I feel that 
we have achieved the objective that we charted with 
these meetings since they began in Aragon and continued 
in La Rioja. course I'm not losing my smile because of 
the criticisms that may have appeared.” 


He added that “no one can say that these meetings were 
someone against someone else; rather, we're concerned 
about things working right, and we'll see whether the 
government takes up the challenge or picks up the ball, 
which is in its court.” 


Separately, the provisional president of the PP in Mur- 
cia, Ramon Luis Valcarcel, stated that in his capacity as 
a replacement for Juan Ramon Calero he cannot “wipe 
the slate clean, nor are we going to be so naive as to 
believe that the critics are going to stand still.” 


In his judgment, it stands to reason that there is criti- 
cism, “but not that it should be voiced without speci- 
fying on what it is based, especially when citing the 
criterion of communication.” For his part, the secretary 
general of the PP in Murcia, Jose Juan Cano Vera, has 
decide to resign in solidarity with Calero. 
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Denmark * Defense Chief Hasty Disarmament 
36130075c BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 


* Foreign Minister on U.S. Greenland Base 
361300756 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 11 Jul 89 p 5 


[Article by Terkel Svensson: “Attempt To Get NATO To 
Join in Construction of Greenland Base™} 


Sondre Stromfjord from 1992 on. 


1991, as they no longer need it. The United States will, 
however, continue to operate the Thule base where a new 
state-of-the-art radar has been installed. 


air service and the air connections in Greenland. 


“Both Greenland’s Prime Minister Jonathan Motzfeidt 
and I are extremely satisfied with the great consideration 
the Americans have shown the Greenlanders and the 
Danes-—despite cutbacks in their own defense—by pro- 
1991,” said Ellemann-Jensen. 


air base in Sondre Stvomfjord. 


“I am quite convinced that the Americans will show a 
certain [amount of] goodwill toward the Greenlandic 
community. The postponement until 1992 also indicates 
that [sentiment], because the Americans could definitely 
find other places which are more suited to their facilities 
than Sondre Stromfjord.” 


Lars Emil Johansen, who is the chairman of the Green- 
landic government party, Siumut, has threatened the 
Americans by stating that they must also give up the 
Thule base if they give up the base in Sondre 











“The truth is that both the negotiations and the impiec- 
mentation of the reduction and the necessary control 
arrangements take time and will be extremely costly.” 














“With regard to the Danish defense, I can only state that 
it 1S in a Situation in which extensive reductions will take 
place in the world before it gets down to our level. In my 
opimon, we should start restoring the defense instead of 
reducing what we have.” 


in Danish 17 Jul 89 p 5 


Article by Asger Schultz of the Gallup Institute: “Pia 
} Uncontested Leader of the FKP”) 


[Text} In recent years the Progressive Party [FKP] has been 
especially characterized by relations between individuals. 
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As shown above, Pia Kjaersgaard 1s the most popular among 
the nonsocialist voters, but the differences are not great. 


On the other hand she is considerably ahead among the 
voters of FKP. She is practically without competition, 
particularly if the competition consists of Helge Dohr- 


In the first poll there were four leading politicians, but as 
Poulsgaard received almost no votes this latest poll only 
included three. 


The following table shows the results of the three polls: 


March July 
1987 1988 1989 
In percent 

Heige Dohrmann 1s . 3 
Mogens Ghistrup 11 6 3 
Pia Kyaersgaard 22 62 80 
Kristen Poulsgard 4 . ° 
Don't know 4s 24 14 
Total 100 100 100 


chose Glistrup and none who chose Dohrmann. Only 
very few (6 percent) are in doubt, and the result can be 
seen as a Clear expression that the party's voters desire a 
policy of seeking results as opposed to “tightening up.” 


[Note| 


222k 


ue polls were produced with) BERLINGSKE 
DENDE and Gallup Institute [identified] as sources. 








In only two years she has stormed ahead from 22 percent 

support to today when she has the support of 80 percent 

of all voters. Among FKP voters, 91 percent want Pia 

Kjaersgaard to lead the party. She 1s thereby without any 
it the party 


competition from the founder of . Mogens 
Glistrup, who has the support of only 3 percent and 
thereby occupies a place deep in the shadows. 


* Boost for Coalition 
36130076a Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 


It must be a welcome development for the government 
that the cooperative line has won in the Progressive 
Party. Without a reliable Progressive Party the nonso- 
cialist alternative does not exist. And it is noteworthy 
that despite his undeniable talents Mogens Glistrup 
cannot realize that fanatical Progressive viewpoints 
more than anything else block results which are pulling 


* Soviet Trade Decline Blamed 
36170103 Helsinki TIEDONANTA/A in Finnish 
22 Jun 89 p 3 


Article by Thomas Micklin: “Kursiivi Goes Bankrupt. 
ik Cooperation Continues, Replacement Work 


[Text] The printshop Kursiivi Oy'’s managing board 
decided at its meeting held on Tuesday evening to file for 


The owners announced that they were giving up the 
ne 


Terminating the operation of Kursiivi will mean firing 
all 28 employees of the company in accordance with the 
Statutory two-week penod of notification. 


Printing jobs that are in progress, however, will be 
said Juhani Kuokkanen, Kursiivi's general manager. 


“Efforts will be made to find replacement jobs for the 
employees, who have been informed in the manner 
required by labor legislation,” Kuokkanen said. 


According to him, the cooperation on the part of the 
owners in printing the Soviet Union's magazine 
SPUTNIK, amcng other things, however, will continue 
in the jous manner. Up to now, the printing of 
SPUTNIK has been done at printshops other than 


The bankruptcy of Kursiivi will not affect the publica- 
tion of TIEDONANTAJA, either. For several years now, 
TIEDONANTAJA has been printed in other printshops. 
The bond loans that were floated several years ago, 
which made it possible to obtain TIEDONANTAJA's 
new delivery system, have managed to carry out their 


Problems With Eastern Trade the Cause 


The main reason for Kursiivi’s bankruptcy are “the 
the shifting of emphasis in trade with the East in the 
graphics area in an unfavorable direction from the 
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[Text] The VPK [Communist Left 
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Deases Wieh Beigana Imony sasd thai the Bulganan probiem and the recent 
7TA1508 160389 Ankara ANA in Engtish mm the Cyprus question were the top items 
1535 GMT 15 Aug 89 on Turkey's foreign zgeada. 


munonty pr-e“iem in Bulgana, al-Ghated. the 
secretary general of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (O1C) sand on Tuesday The Turkish Foreign 
Al-Ghabid said im interviews published today m the 
Qetarni newspapers AL-RAYAH and AL-SHARQ that 
Presadent Kenan Evren and Buiganan Pressdent Todor 

m pmnaciple on a proposal by the 
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Al-Ghabid gave no further details on the issuc 
Turkish Foreign Ministry officials demed the clanms. 
Since late May over 280,000 Bulgarian Turks have left 


1a and crossed into Turkey to escape a campaign 
of Bulgarnzation imposed by the Bulganan Crov- 


ernment 
Al-Ghatnd conducted among ethnic 
Turkish immugrants in late and also made contacts 
with Turkish and Bulganan 

Yilmaz oa ( oaditions fer Talks 


Buigana and crossed into Turkey to escape a campaign of 
forced Buiganzation imposed by the Bulganan Government 
Yilmaz gave a briefing to Erdal Inonu. the leader of the 
main opposition Social Democratic Populist Party 
(SHP) Tuesday on various developments in forcign 
policy 

He said before the meeting that Turkey was preparing for 
new muitiatives to attract mternational suppor on the 
issue 
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US. UK Try Te “‘Deceive’ Turkish Cypricts 
NC (608084089 Istanbul GUNAYDIN on Turkish 
10 Aug 89 8 


with the Turkish Cypriot side's demands. The draft of 
thes agreement was outhned in the form of an opening 
speech by Perez de Cuctlar during the New York summit 
between Denktas and Vasihou 2 months ago This draft 
was later conveyed in writing to Denktas by UN repre- 
sentative scar Camilhon im Nicoma. The Unned States 
and Brita have cxerted senous pressure on Ankara and 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus to have them 
support this document 
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Both Washington and London say that this is the first 
time a Greek Cypriot leader has moved so close to 
Turkish Cypriot demands, that the opportunity must not 
be lost, and that the hand extyended by Vasiliou, who 
maintains a conciliatory approach ('), must be accepted. 
[Passage omitted] 


Vasiliou has agreed to support this document for the 
sake of an agreement in Cyprus. One would have to be 
completely unaware of the nature of the Greek Cypriots 
to believe this. Like his predecessors, Vasiliou wishes to 
reinstate the pre-1974 era in Cyprus. The only difference 
1S that his predecessors openly supported the demand to 
turn back the clock on the island and tried various ways 
to achieve their objective. However, Vasiliou wishes to 
use his seemingly moderate and reconciliatory approach 
to lure the Turkish Cypriots into a trap by convincing 
them to support an agreement which will help him 
realize his objective. Unfortunately, he has succeeded in 
deceiving the world, particularly the Western world, 
through his approach and appearance. 


That is why many countries regard Vasiliou as “a man 
who wants an agreement and peace.” On the other hand, 
Denktas is regarded as a leader who avoids an agreement 
and maintains an irreconcilable and inflexible policy. 
Yes, it is as if a draft agreement had been drawn up to 
establish “a just and lasting peace” on the island and 
Denktas had said “no” to it. 


What Denktas has objected to is the plan to reinstate the 
pre-1974 era in Cyprus, a plan which has been drawn up 
in camera in the corridors of the U.S. State Department 
and the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 
line with Vasiliou’s views. 


‘Terrorists’ Kill 8, Injure 3 in Southeast 
7A1508113889 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 1000 GMT 15 Aug 89 


ae 8 a Oe Se ee 2 aaa 
Station near Kozagac village in Gumushane’s Siran dis- 
trict, killing eight persons, including a noncommissioned 
officer, six gendarmes, and a civilian. One of the terror- 
ists, who fled following the incident, was captured by 
security forces near Erzincan. 


According to information from Gumushane Governor 
Erdinc Buyukakali, the incident occurred yesterday 
around midnight. One of the terrorists who ran away 
following the incident was captured near Erzincan after a 
shoot-out with security forces. 


According to information from Acting Erzincan Gov- 
ernor Hikmet Cakmak, a shoot-out broke out when a 
traffic control team tried to stop a minibus. Three 
policemen were wounded in the fighting. One of the 
terrorists was captured, while the others managed to 
escape. 
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Five automatic rifles, two guns, a large amount of 
ammunition, radio equipment, and organizational doc- 
uments were seized in a search of the minibus. Cakmak 
added that from the arms and equipment seized, it 
appears that the group that fired at the traffic policemen 
were the terrorists who had raided the Kozagac gen- 
darme station. 


An operation to capture the terrorists is under way. 


Ozal on Attack 
7TA1508 162289 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1545 GMT 15 Aug 89 


[Text] Aksaray (A.A}—Prime Minister Turgut Ozal said 
on Tuesday that the gunmen who raided a gendarmerie 
post in northeast Turkey and killed eight people late 
Monday night were not members of the separatist ter- 
rorist PKK [Kurdistan Workers Party] organization. 


Seven gendarmes and one civilian in a gendarmerie 
building near Siran township in northeastern Gumus- 
hane Province were shot dead with automatic weapons 
only minutes before midnight on Monday. One of the 
gunmen was captured in the neighboring Province of 
Erzincan on Tuesday. 


Ozal told reporters that first reports indicated that the 
raiders were not PKK militants but from another gang. 
He declined to comment further. 


The PKK has been attacking military outposts and 
killing both civilians and security forces personnel in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. But until now it has not 
operated in regions as far northwest as Gumushane. 


‘Terrorists’ Kill 6 of 10 Kidnapped Villagers 
TA 1608045389 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 15 Aug 89 


[Text] Security forces found the bodies of 6 of the 10 
persons kidnapped by terrorists from Bogazoren Village 
in Beytussebap District in Hakkari a while ago. Our 
correspondent has learned that the villagers were kid- 
napped 5 days ago and made to roam the mountains for 
a while; six of them were then shot. The terrorists 
released the other four. 


Official on Terrorist Activities 
7A 1408164389 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1530 GMT 14 Aug 89 


[Text] Diyarbakir (A.A)}—Forty-nine security force 


members and 32 civilians have been killed and 117 
separatist terrorists captured either dead or alive in 
terrorist incidents in southeastern Turkey in the last 
twelve months, a senior security official said on Monday. 











moved to the Hakkari area for a planned assault. 
Kozakcioglu did not mention any such general offensive. 


Money in Circulation Hits Record High 
TA1508163489 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1525 GMT 15 Aug 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A)}—The volume of money in circula- 
tion reached it highest ever value on Monday, exceeding 
8.098 trillion Turkish lira (3.72 billion U.S. dollars), 
central bank officials said today. 


They told A.A. that an additional 612 billion lira (280 
million dollars) was injected into the market on Monday 
to meet the monthly salaries of civil servants and state 
employed workers, scheduled to be paid Tuesday. 


The previous level of money in circulation was on 
July 11, with 8.07 trillion lira (3.7 billion dollars). 

* Officer T Programs Detailed 

35540104a I. MILLIYET in Turkish 

15 May 89 p 11 

[First part of 12-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000") 


ext] Most of us know the cadets of the military schools 
television broadcasts of those schools’ graduation 


ceremonies every 30 August. We are impressed by the 
top student of the graduating class as he passes the 
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school's flag to representatives of the next class al the top 
of his voice. He stands like a steel bow. He leaves 
different impressions on the people watching him on 
television. Some are moved to tears; others think that 
“he does not have to shout so loudly.” 


Residents of Istanbul and Ankara see the cadets on 
weekends walking smartly down boulevards in their 
spotless street uniforms. They are known for their ath- 
letic looks, smart dress, and their shaven and extremely 
serious faces. They do not talk to each other on the bus, 
the ferry, or in theaters, even if they sit next to each 
other. They always move about in groups. They go to 
movies and plays in groups. This is so conspicuous that 
they leave the impression of being “happy with them- 
selves, and not wishing to talk to civilians.” 


The cadets are aware of this impression. They say: “Our 
only problem is the lack of contact with civilians. The 
civilian population treats us differently on the boat or on 
the street. They think that we receive military training 
from dawn to dusk, that we never go to movies or plays, 
and that we are trained like robots. Our civilian friends 
ask us whether we listen to any music other than martial 
tunes at school. They are surprised when we tell them 
that we have a room for listening to music.” 


Modern Training 


Until I began preparing to write this series, my own 
opinions about the military schools and the cadets were 
not much different from these general impressions. | did 
not even think about asking for permission to write 
about these schools. I thought that “they would never 
permit it.” But after I received some encouragement 
from a faculty officer “to apply anyway,” obtaining 
permission from the Office of the General Staff turned 
out to be not so difficult. In fact the ease with which 
doors were opened and facilities were made available 
cannot be found even in civilian schools. 


Our astonishment that began with the opening of the 
doors grew as we came to know our military schools and 
cadets. The Army War College in Ankara and the Naval 
and Air Force War Colleges in Istanbul have been turned 
into such modern institutions of learning that it is hard 
not to be astonished. As a person closely familiar with 
the Turkish educational system and the universities 
administered by the Higher Education Council | was 
able to make comparisons. While schools affiliated with 
the Ministry of National Education do not know what 
curricula they will implement even the next academic 
year, the military colleges have prepared programs for 
the year 2000 accounting for ongoing developments in 
military technology. 


Education is treated as a science. Faculty members 
receive the best training. Education and training is 
supported by computers and laboratories. Computer 
rooms that are open until 10:00 pm are some of the most 
frequently used facilities by the cadets. That is because 
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more than half of the classes require computer support. 
In other words, if one does not know how to operate a 
computer he is not very likely to succeed. 


Laboratories for applied science are as good as any in the 
best Turkish universities and are always open for use. 
The students learn by doing, not by listening. 


It is the requirements of our age, not cost, that deter- 
mines the training program of the officers of the 2000's. 
The importance placed on this issue is better understood 
when one considers that 500 million Turkish lira are 
spent on training a pilot during his 4 years in military 
college and 2 years in flight school. 


A Different Type of Cadet 


The military colleges recruit their students from military 
and, beginning this month, civilian lycees. The largest of 
these schools is the Army War College which has 3,800 
students. The Naval and the Air Force War Colleges 
have 800 and 900 students, respectively. 


Individually, the cadets in the military colleges harbor a 
full range of opinions apart from their Ataturkism, 
patriotism, and devotion and respect for the military 
profession. Their commanders state this openly: “Here 
we train people who can think.” 


The cadets have no foreign language problems. With the 
military lycees now teaching a 4-year curriculum, they 
can put more emphasis on foreign languages. Entering 
the military colleges with a good knowledge of English, 
the students go on to enhance their English skills and 
begin to learn German. The purpose of this program is to 
have the commanders of the year 2000 speak two lan- 


guages fluently. 


The military colleges have become so attractive in recent 
years that they are now the institutions of choice for 
students who are admitted to the most coveted depart- 
ments of universities such as the Bosporus University, 
the Middle East Technical University, and the Hacettepe 
University, where hundreds of thousands of candidates 
vie for admission. Our young are so infatuated with the 
passion for flying, sailing, and soldiering that they do not 
care about money or anything else. This is what hap- 
pened to Ozaydin Ilaslan who was admitted to the 
computer engineering department of the Bosporus Uni- 
versity, Erhan Gazioglu who was admitted te the Middle 
East Technical University, and hundreds of other cadets 
who were admitted to Hacettepe and other universities. 


We asked numerous students from the three military 
colleges the following question: “Why did you choose the 
military college? Did the high salary, the comfort of not 
having to find a job, and the prospect of getting a free 
education play a role in your decision to become a 
cadet?” The answers we received were all different 
except for a few basic points. 
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Contrary to general impression, the cadets enter the 
military schools not because they are forced 19, but 
because they want to. Many of them had to ignore the 
objections of their parents and families. Stating that they 
were not deterred by warnings about “training from 
dawn to dusk and a sequestered life,” the cadets say that 
in the final count they are the winners. They say that 
those who objected to their enrollment in military col- 
leges eventually realized that they were wrong after 
secing their school environment. 


What is it that makes the Turkish military colleges of 
1989, which are training the commanders of 2000, so 
interesting? It 1s this question that we sought to answer in 
our long investigations and interviews. We came across 
some very interesting v.cws and thoughts. The approach 
the military college commandants take to training, edu- 
cation, and discipline, and the cadets’ general knowledge 
and diverse interpretations of current affairs make com- 
parisons with civilian youth inevitable. Conclusion: The 
opinions of the cadets of 1989 on political, economic, 
cultural, foreign policy, and environmental issues, and 
virtually all current affairs, are not any different from 
those of the civilian youth. Should they take their 
uniforms off and grow their hair slightly longer and join 
in the debates in the civilian community, it would not be 
very easy to tell that they are cadets. 


The cadets endorse Ataturkism, patriotism, and military 
discipline with unlimited dedication. But they do not 
bring these up too often in their conversations. They talk 
about Ataturk only if an issue related to Ataturk is 
brought up. Otherwise, Ataturk and the military are not 


common topics in their speech. 


Their opinions about current affairs are very diverse. For 
example, they expressed very different views in dis- 
cussing the failure of the Iranian diplomats to visit 
Ataturk’s mausoleum during their visit to Turkey. While 
some of them suggested that “we should break relations 
with Iran immediately,” others viewed the issue from an 
economic standpoint and urged tolerance toward this 
“disrespect” until a powerful Turkey is built. Endorsing 
strongly Ataturk’s principle of “peace at home, peace in 
the world,” the cadets believe that “war must be the 
course of last resort.” That is why not too few of them 
share Prime Minister Ozal's view that Turkey must take 
its share of the pie in the postwar reconstruction of Iran. 


The cadets’ views are not too different from the civilian 
population on other current issues. For example, the 
prevalent civilian view on the EC issue is dominant among 
them as well. A majority wants Turkey “to enter” the EC. 
There are also those who think it is “too early.” They are 
sharply opposed to the sexual segregation of university 
buses in Konya. They believe that labor strikes and student 
movements must be treated with tolerance within the 
bounds of law. They are categorically opposed to police 
brutality against journalists and students acts that foment 
violence. (We wii! examine the cadets’ views on current 
affairs in detail in the coming days.) 
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The officer candidates who are preparing for the year 
2000 state: “The army lives on facts. We do not share the 
view that soldicring begins where reason ends. The 
military is the profession of reason.” They also have a 
different concept of discipline. They think that “dis- 
cipline means performing your duty” and that “it must 
be enforced within the bounds of respect.” 


There is a very high level of student organization in the 
military colleges. The students decide everything from 
the food they eat to the movies shown and the repri- 
mands to be applied to colleagues who have misbehaved. 
They publish their own paper and are reading the recent 
bestseller “Where is Turgut Running?” 


* Part 2 
25540146 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
16 May 89 p il 


[Second part of 12-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000] 


ext] The military colleges are filled with young men 
rom all corners of the country. There are students from 
all of our 67 provinces: from Edirne to Kars and from 
Bitlis to Manisa. All of them, whether they are from 
Bursa or Corum or Nigde share the same desks. 


The sons of generals pursue the same goal as the sons of 
workers, doctors, engineers, taxi drivers, and artisans. 
The melting pot the cadets mix in is such that all of them 
speak the same language now. Neither their hometowns 
nor their fathers’ occupations are important. The wealth 
or poverty of their families is especially unimportant. 
The schouls provide for all their needs. The Turkish 
Armed Forces have become the cadets’ family and the 
Turkish homeland has become their hometown. 


“Ignored Family Advice’ 


Students enter military lycees because of the wishes of 
their families rather than at their own initiative. Some 
enter military lycees because they find the uniforms 
attractive. But that situation is virtually nonexistent in 
the military colleges. Especially among those who enter 
the military colleges after graduating from civilian insti- 
tutions, that is the regular virtually none do so 
because their parents or families wanted them “to 
become generals.” In fact most of them have had argu- 
ments with their families because they did not consent to 
their plans. 


In any event, the commandants of the military colleges 
do not want to have students who come at the insistence 
of their families. They say: “If they have a heartfelt 
desire to enter this profession then they can come. 
Otherwise, they should not come.” A colonel on the 
faculty said that after the results of the second phase of 
university entrance examinations are announced the 
students who are successful in the examinations are 
gathered here. He added: 
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“If the student has the slightest doubt about joining us he 
should not come. We openly tell students who have been 
admitted to medical, engineering, political science, or 
law schools: “You can become doctors or engineers. If 
you study political science you nay become diplomats 
and tour foreign countries. Here you will have to make 
big sacrifices and confront great hardships. Make your 
decision accordingly and then enroll in the military 
ee 
out so far.” 


One realizes that the “love of the military college” is a 
different type of affection when one talks to the students. 
The air force cadets talk about their love of “flying,” the 
naval cadets about their love of the “sea” and the army 
cadets about their love of the “land.” 


Askin Turan was admitted to the mechanical engi- 
neering department at Yildiz University after scoring 
well in the university entrance examinations, but entered 
the Air Force War College despite his father’s objections. 
He explained the reasons for his decision as follows: 


“I came here because | love flying and because | wanted 
to become an officer. But the determining factor was my 
desire to fly. There are no officers in our family; I will be 
the first one. | came from Manisa. My family is quite 
well off. So I had no financial problems for studying in a 
university. | had quite intense arguments with my father 
over my coming here. He did not want me to go to the 
Air Force War College and to become a pilot. He said it 
is a risky profession. | had been admitted to mechanical 
engineering in the university. He wanted me to choose 
mechanical engincering because it is related to his busi- 
ness. It was by chance that | was admitted to that 
department. We were arguing until the last minute. | 
came here over his objections. But later he consented.” 


Turan will join the Turkish Armed Forces as a livutenant 
in August. He tried to explain that the profession he has 
chosen is attractive in every respect by saying: “We also 
have colleagues who choose the Air Force War College 
because it offers a good career prospect. You do not have 
an assured job even if you graduate from the best 
university. From a financial perspective, you know the 
job and the salary you will get from the beginning. At 
present a lieutenant pilot is paid 800,000 Turkish lira a 
month, which is not a small sum.” 


War Colleges Over Coveted Universities 


The military colleges recruit students from military as 
well as civilian lycees in varying proportions. Students 
who do well in student selection examinations can also 
apply to the military colleges. The Army and Naval War 
Colleges have military lycees which train students for 
them. They recruit a major part of their students from 
there. The Air Force War College also recruits a major 
portion of its students from military lycees and 25 to 30 
percent of its students from civilian lycees. 
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Because entrance examinations for the military colleges 
coincide with the second phase of the university entrance 
examinations, students generally take both examinations 
reasoning that “if they cannot enter the military college 
they may enter a university.” 


We talked to cadets who were admitted to coveted 
universities such as the Bosporus University, the Middle 
East Technical University, and the Hacettepe University 
last year. We asked them why they chose the military 
colleges over schools which hundreds of thousands of 
candidates vie to enter. Here are the answers they gave: 


Ozaydin Ilaslan: “1 was admitted to the computer eng)- 


the eky. am interested in the shies. fn other profensions, 
one cannot go beyond dreaming. But | find piloting 


Military Medical College. In other words, if he 
from there he would be both a doctor and an . But 
he chose piloting. He explained his reasons as follows: 


near our house. Jets would over us every day. Having 
has appealed to me 


Fatih Gelmezgil, an Army War College cadet originally 


I have loved the military from an carly age. This feeling 
matured in me during my middie school and lycee years 
and turned into a desire to become an officer. | applied 
only to the Army War College, because | wanted to 
become an army officer.” 


Mucahit Tamer is another student who chose the Army 
College. The son of a retired worker, Tamer said: 
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mountain village. That is a different kind of pleasure.” 


cannot be compared to anything else. 
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“The Commanders of the Year 2007] 


[Text] The cadets’ busy day begins with reveille at 6:15 
am and ends at 10:30 pm. They attend six 50-minute 


morning 
study period the cadets prepare for that day's classes and 
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The students of the military colleges of 1989 are trained 
in an extremely free environment. Studc 2s in civilian 
universities do not have half their freedom in choosing 
their meals, music, movies, or books. 


In all three military colleges the students decide the 
foods they will eat themselves. The student reps -senta- 
tives, whom we will examine in more detail later, have 
full authority on this issue. The school administration 
simply implements the menus they prepare. The menus 
are prepared on the basis of surveys taken among the 
students. First a list of all Turkish meals one can think of 
is made, and the students are ar\ed to mark one of three 
choices for each meal: “Should be served more often,” 
“Should be served sometimes” and “Should not be 
served at all.” The students mark their choices, and the 
soups, breakfasts, main dishes, salads, desserts, and fruit 
salads that are most popular are determined. This is 
done at the beginning of cach season, and the students’ 
changing tastes are taken into account. 


The meals in the Army War College are given stars on 
the basis of how students vote for them. For example, the 
meals that are “most liked™ are given four stars, those 
that are “liked” receive three stars, and those that are 
ranked “should be served only once in a while” are 
marked with one star. Those that are ranked “should not 
be served at all” are given no stars. When meals with 
my stars are offered the students joke: “Today we will 
cast.” 


Of the 12 kinds of soups offered, only the red lentil soup 
has been given four stars. Many more of the 23 breakfast 
foods have received the four-star rating: Hazelnut paste, 
savory sausage, hot dogs, salami, and various types of 
filled pasty. Of the long list 69 main meals, meatballs, 
kebabs, Izmir meatballs, fish cakes, eggplant stuffed with 
minced meat, stuffed vineleaves and meat-filled pastry 
have received four stars. Tomato salad is the most liked 
of the 10 types of salad offered. There is a large number 
of four-star desserts among the 23 kinds offered: Tradi- 
tional pastries, chocolate with whipped cream and pis- 
tachio-filled flake pastry. None of the compotes and fruit 
salads have been rated four-star. 


The cadets are offered breakfasts, lunches and dinners 
with an average total of 4,500 to 6,500 calories a day. In 
each meal four to five different food groups are offered. 
For example, the menu for a specific day may be: 
breakfast: tea, green olives, sheep-milk cheese, eggs and 
biscuits; lunch: village soup, roast beef, rice, and dessert; 
dinner: tomato soup, spinach with yogurt, meat turn- 
overs, green salad, and yogurt drink. 


Movies, Plays, Concerts 


All three military colleges have large movie theaters that 
are used for multiple purposes. Two days a week movies 
that have just started showing in the best theaters in 
istanbul and Ankara are screened. The movies are 
chosen and arrangements with theater companies are 
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made by student representatives. Whenever | mentioned 
movie theaters in military colleges, my frends used to 
tell me: “They probably always show war movies.” But | 
found exactly the opposite when | read the list of movies 
shown in the academics. “Betty Blue.” which is now 
playing in Istanbul theaters after being cleared by the 
Supreme Court of Appeals, and “Hope and Glory,” 
which depicts a boy's experiences during war years, were 
both showing at the military colleges. Movie tickets in 
the academies cost 200 Turkish lira. 


Besides good movies, military colleges also feature con- 
certs and plays. The State Theaters Directorate General, 
some private theatre groups, the State Folk Dances 
Ensemble, the President's Symphony Orchestra, and 
several other cultural groups occasionally visit the mili- 
tary schools and stage performances. In addition, special 
arrangements have been agreed on with the State The- 
atres Directorate General and symphony orchestras. For 
each performance, a specified number of seats are 
reserved for cadets. These special complimentary tickets 
are given to students chosen by student organizations. 
This is used as a reward system. 


Virtually every cadet sees at least two movies, one play, 
and one concert each month. Major emphasis is placed 
on the cultural development of the cadcts. The cadets 
have also launched a book-readinig campaign based on 
the slogan popularized by news media: ‘“The man who 
reads two books is superior to the one who reads one 
book.” In this campaign, student organizations invite all 
their colleagues to read at least one book they select in 15 
days. They say: “Thinking without reading is more 
dangerous than reading without thinking.” 


Unlike in civilian schools, the libraries in military col- 
leges are some of the most frequently visited places on 
campus. Neither university libraries nor public libraries 
are open in the evening hours which are most convenient 
for students. The libraries in military colleges are open 
until 10:00 pm. The list of books to be purchased by the 
libranes are also determined by surveys among students, 
and attention is paid to buying the books that the 
students want. 


The library of the Naval War College. in particular, is 
extremely up-to-date. Everything 1s catalogued on com- 
puter. The most elementary keyword is sufficient to find 
a book on the subject you are researching. For example, 
if you want to do some research on politics, the computer 
instantly gives you the list of books in the library on this 
subject. For electronic information, it is also possible to 
connect to the international imbormation exchange 
system developed by TUBITAK [Turkish Scientific and 
Technical Research Organization]. All the library 
employees are ladies employed by the government. In 
other words, there is no military atmosphere in this 
library. 








among the students. 


Naval War College, 15 percent of the students like 
listening to popular music, 16 percent to ballads, 13 
percent to rock music, and 19 percent to light Western 


[Text] Trained in modern facilities with modern 
methods, the cadets’ “mindset” is not much different 
from that of other segments of society. The cadets state: 
“We are not a community outside of society. We grew up 
in this society, and we come from this society. We are 
aiso Turkish citizens and human beings. In other words, 


enter 1960 Of enane ¢ 12 March 1971, and 12 
1980. Of course, the opinions the cadets 
expressed were their persona! views as Turkish citizens 
rather than as members of the Turkish Armed Forces. 


they spoke, but asked that their remarks “not be 
printed.” 





Views on the Press 
[MILLIYET] How do the cadets view the press? 


[Cadet] One of the functions of journalism is to uncover 
the mistakes of government, to try to correct them, and 
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teemution the individual ho eaten Sie entation ond 
must participate in administration so that he will have a 
stake in the system. We do not know exactly how student 
Organizations are formed in universities. We do not 


aide Ciena wectenmathten 
had the student organizations we have here. 


When one talks about students one 1s referring 


pecmaaals ceiaetaneaetanaannel 
an education. We do not believe that it was university 
students who instigated the incidents of certain penods, 
because we, too, have friends in universities. We do not 
think that the number of students who instigate inci- 
dents is significant. We do not believe that students who 


[Cadet] That implementation 1s compatible with neither 
secularism nor a modern society. | was truly saddened 
and deeply angered when I read it in the papers. But | 
was Certain that this could not continue because it was an 
extremely antisecular act. What does it mean to put men 
in one bus and women in another? How can men and 


Relations Be:ween Men. Women 


[MILLIYET] How should relations between men and 
women be? 


[Cadet] All cadets are open-minded about relations 
between men and women. Frnendship between men and 
women is essential. We believe that a flirtatious relation- 
ship which does assume serious proportions 1s necessary. 
Most of us have such fnends. 


[MILLYET] How do such friendships come about? 


[Cadet] We meet them outside, in tea parties organized 
by the college, in cafeterias, and sometimes by chance as 
in the movies. Sometimes we meet them through our 


{MILLIYET] What is your stance on abortion? 


ES Se ae 50 Senne Sen ONS 

planning. Turkey's population has been steadily 
growing. planning is urgently needed. One 
would hope that such planning 1s done without the need 
for abortion. Birth control methods should be made 
more widely available. Abortion must be only a course of 
nars on this issue. The most recent seminar was 2 weeks 
ago. The freedom to have abortions is natural in an 
educated society. 


Marriage’ 
[MILLIYET] What do you think about marriage?’ 


[Cadet] Marriage 1s not essential if two people are geiting 
along. can marry if they come to believe that they 
can perpetuate their relationship. | oppose marriage 
immediately after meeting someone. Marriage is a very 
important matter. A person may change his or her 
occupation whenever he or she wishes, bul it is not so 
casy to end a marriage. It is a big mistake to marry 
someone without knowing him or her, just on the basis of 
his or her looks. It is very difficult for such marriages to 
succeed. Emotional ties and rationality are very impor- 
tant. It is mot very easy for irrational marriages to 
succeed. Although divorce has become very casy now, 
divorce out of a marriage is a very difficult process. 
Rather than going through that process, it 1s better not to 
marry at all. 
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[Fifth part of |2-part feature article by Abbas Guclu 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000") 


[Text] We continue to report the views of the cadets from 
yesterday. As we stated carlier, these views are the 
personal views of the cadets. They do not reflect their 








views as members of the Turkish Armed Forces. How- 


ever, even as personal opinions, they give us important 
clues about the commanders of the year 2000 in terms of 


“Being an Officer is an Ideal’ 
[MILLIYET] In your opinion what is the essence of a 
military officer? Why did you become an officer? Did 


[MILLIYET] Would you be influenced by extremist 
movements and reactionarism? What do you think 


[Cadet] Such movements are dangerous. Our deepest 
desire 1s that they will not infiltrate the Armed Forces. 
We must remain outside such movements. This is very 
important for our unity. There is also the fact that we are 
people who can think. Since we can think, we can decide 
what is good and what is bad. In other words, we can 
decide on our own that something is bad, beneficial, or 
harmful. If we can make sound decisions we must not be 
afraid of such activities. Making decisions is very diffi- 
cult. Here we learn how to make decisions. This is very 
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important particularly for the military, because the lives 

of many people depend on us. To learn to make deci- 
must have confidence in ourselves. Therefore 

with 


[MILLIYET] Then why do we have such incidents in the 
universities? Are they more casily influenced than you 
are’ 


[Cadet] In a university environment, a person begins 
deciding a new course for himself in his first or second 
year. As they do that they may be influenced by whoever 
pulls them to their side. We do not know exactly what 
happens because we are not in that environment. Should 
the same things happen in our environment, we could 
foresee where the danger would come from and take 
precautions accordingly. Universities are naturally more 
open to outside influences than we are. If anyone would 
want to influence us they would do 1 on weekends. But 
we do not think that any student of the war colleges can 
be influenced by extremist movements or reacticnarism. 
We learn what Ataturk was trying to say and his mod- 
ernism. This goes beyond the ‘History of the Revolution’ 
course in civilian schools. That is why we can defend 
ourselves so easily. 


| 


[MILLIYET] What, in your opinion, is Ataturkism” 


[Cadet] To defend the indivisibility of the homeland and 
the nation, and to w ck in the domains of government, 

. and social and economic life to raise the home- 
land and the nation to the level of modern civilization. 


[MILLIYET] What is the military profession? Could you 
tell us about the difference between you and the civilian 
community and the way society views you” 


[Cadet] Some people in the civilian sector see the mili- 
tary as a consuming class. We meet such people occa- 
sionally. This is not how it be seen because the 
Armed Forces are trained to be used when necessary. 
You must give something so that you can beaefit from it 
other words, if you do not train the 

the best means then you will not get the 
performance you want when you need it. That is why 
resources must be made available to train .¢ military 


Too Many Soldiers’ 


[MILLIYET] Do we have too many or too few soldiers at 
this time? This issuc is occasionally debated. Is the 
duration of mandatory military service too long or too 
short” 














: 
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[Cadet] (there =re different views on this issue) Perhaps 
the number of soldiers in proportion to the population 1s 
too high. Perhaps that is an extra burden. An optimal 
size must be determined. There are conscripts who do 
not know to speak, to read, or to write. They learn those 
things in the army. | think that the number of soldiers 
must be cut only after an adequate educational level is 
achieved. 

I will not comment on the size of the armed forces, but 
the duration of mandatory military service is too long. 
One year would be enough for conscripts. 


The duration of military service is adequate because it is 
not SO easy to train a conscript. We must make use of his 


The size of our armed forces is compatible with our 
ic Status. Had that not been so, the necessary steps 
have been taken. The technological status of our 

armed forces is important. Because we do not have the 

technological advancement of the United States or Bnit- 
ain, we try to compensate with more men. We use three 
men to Operate a weapon or machine that they operate 


our universities? Are they adequate in number” Are they 
training good graduates’? What are your impressions? 


] (there are different views on this issue as well) 
are too many universities. There must be fewer 
from high school goes to university as if it is mandatory. 
We need to train people who will take this country to 


[MILLIYET] What is inflation? How can it be cut? What 
would you propose to Prime Minister Ozal on this issue” 
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[MILLIYET] Then there are fictitious exports. The 
papers have written extensively about it, Have you been 
able to follow those developments” 


[MILLIYET] Is the current taxation system fair’ 


[Cadet] It is hard to say that it is fair at this time. Unpaid 
taxes total half of Turkey's budget. We read about that in 
the press. Then who are the ones who always pay their 
taxes? It is the workers and the civil servants. The source 
of tax evasion is the people who make unfair gains. A 
control mechanism to prevent this 1s essential. 


Military interventions 


ty If circumstances similar to those prior to 


7 May, 12 March, and 12 September develop (we hope 
they do not), what would your stance be’ 


[Cadet] If the people who run the Armed Forces see 
[intervention] as necessary and consider it their duty, 
then I have nothing to say against it. 


[MILLIYET] What if you are the commander who 
makes the decisions? 


Cadet] We will think about it when thai time comes. 

events we will experience in the future and the 
tutoring and training we will receive from our supenors 
will probably guide our actions. 
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Cadet: “A glass of whisky, please.” 
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Cadet: “What is usually served at cocktail parties”™” 


Cadet: “So that their contents are not visible. So that the 
guests’ hands do not feel cold. So that the drink in the 
glass is not warmed by the fingers. So that no one sees 
how much a guest 1s drinking ~ 
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who knows how to cat it.) When the Commandant saw a 
student cating his soup he corrected him and said 


“Do not bend too much when cating soup. Do not fill the 
spoon to the mm. Do not cool the soup by blowing on it 


Eat it while holding your arm at a 45-degree angie. Do 
not put the whole spoon in your mouth.” 
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Commandant: “How many types of wine are there” 
Cadet: “Three types. White, red, and rose.” 
Commandant: “What wines are drunk with different 
kinds of food” 

Cadet: “White wine with white meat, red wine with red 
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arte 


astonished 


Export raki.” 
Commandant: “How can you tell the salt and pepper 


Commandant: “How many types of raki are there”” 
Cadet: “Tekirdag, Diyarbakir, Gobek raki, Bogma raki, 
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table” 
Cadet: “They must be short and spreading so that they 


Commandant. “What kind of flowers are put on the 


do not block the guests’ visson.” 


Dianer ( onversanon 

















[Cadet] To promote unity and fraternity among cadets. 
to convey their wishes directly to our supenors. to ensure 





units in the future In other words. we want to participate 
im administration from an carly stage and to train 
develop ourselves. 


commuttees to deal with the selection of movies and 
Lists compiled by the subcommittees are sub- 
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(Cc No, there 1s no such drstinctson. | am just one of 
them. In any event thes position 15 not permanent. For 
cxample, a regement commander docs not remain com- 
mander forever Everyone acts in that position because 
the goal 1s to develop leadership skills 


if we publish your articles. but we will acknowledge your 


{MILLIVET] What is the circulation of your paper’ 


[Cadet] We print enough to give cach class four or five 
copies. We print a total of 400 copies. Bul « 6 not 
enough. we are planning to increase the number of Copies 
pointed 


] Very well. Many articles were submitted. Ai the 
beginning there were not any submissions bul cventu. 
ally they grew im number. The paper was very well 
recerved. Nobody throws it om the trash can before the 


pages. and i 1s not enough We will increase the number 
of our correspondents. We will improve the quality of 
our pnnating 


[MILLIYET] Where do you obtam your financing from” 


[Cadet] We do not have any mayor cxpenses. We write 
and have the articles typeset mm the college's printshop 
which also prints them. There 1s only the capense of the 
additiona! paper That amounts to approxurmately 40) 000 
Turkish bra 
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Publishing Coordinator 


Cengiz Sayim is the publishing coordinator of the Army 
War College’s paper. He attends to mostly technical 
problems. He likes and is interested in journalism. He 
explained the newspaper's goals as follows: 


“Journalism acts as a conduit for the flow of informa- 
tion. The publication of a newspaper was decided on 
through the student representative body. After a plan- 
ning stage, we embarked on the implementation stage. 
Later, attempts were made to bring more color into the 
newspaper—that is, in terms of subject matter. We 
published the third issue most recently. Now we are 
preparing to publish the fourth issue. We have grown 
considerably. We started with the goal of communica- 
tion, but today we write on many different issues and 
disseminate information. 


Control, Evaluation Chief 
[MILLIYET] Can you tell us about your duties? 


[Cadet] My name is Hamdi Dogan. | am the head of the 
Control and Evaluation Group. We work in conjunction 
with the Regiment Honor Organization. Our function is 
to preserve certain military rules inside and outside the 
school and to monitor the compliance of the cadets with 
these rules. Our goal is not to enforce compliance using 
harsh methods, but to explain to the students that we 
must comply with these rules to ensure the survival of 
the system. You may call it autocontrol. It can also be 
viewed as the resolution of disciplinary problems by the 
students themselves. 


[MILLIYET] How do you do your work? 


[Cadet] Our control organization is comprised of 24 
persons. Every Friday evening we inform these col- 
leagues of the activities planned for the weekend—for 
example certain parts of the campus need to be 
inspected. The goal is not to put pressure on cadets or to 
keep them under continuous surveillance. Afier all we 
are also students, and we too have needs. Our goal is to 
determine and to warn against improper behavior 
actions while on our inspection tours. 


[MILLIYET] How do you select your members? Do you 
decide the punishment yourselves? 


[Cadet] Members are lily selected from among 
students who have ect scores on discipline. If we 
come across a colleague who is at fault, say if he is 
smoking in the street with his uniform on, we warn him 
and make him throw away his ci te. On returning to 
school we invite him to our office and explain to him 
why his behavior is wrong. In general, the issues we are 
most concerned with are related to the dress code—from 
the wearing of the uniform correctly to the polishing of 
shoes, from haircuts to the shaving of armpits. We check 
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if anyone has been drinking in uniform and determine 
where the students go for entertainment. We report 
students at fault to the Honor Organization. 


College Honor Organization 


Ibrahim Kiziltug is the deputy president of the Army 
War College's Honor Organization. Kiziltug detailed the 
functions of his organization: 


“We consider offenses any acts which violate the 
Internal Service Law and the War College Bylaws. The 
Honor Organization does not just mete out punishment 
to students. It also rewards students who honor them. 
Our function is to ensure unity and fraternity among 
cadets and to train honest people. 


[MILLIYET] What do you do when you determine that 
a student is at fault? 


[Cadet] First we summon him and talk to him. We try to 
explain to him that what he has done is wrong. If he 
engages in the same type of behavior again, we report 
him to the college command for punishment. 
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{Eighth part of 12-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000] 


[Text] Today we will examine the training and instruc- 
tion methods used in the military colleges whose various 
aspects we reviewed in past installments. Explaining to 
us the importance the colleges attach to training and 
education, the commandant of one of the colleges said: 
“For us the most important ideology is scientism.” In the 
course of our investigations we observed that this phrase, 
which is fairly unusual for a soldier, does not remain just 
words, but is turned into reality. The students have also 
been indoctrinated with the commandant’s remarks. The 
cadets also talk about scientism frequently in their 
speech, and approach everything, including the military 
profession, within the framework of scientism. 


The academic year in the military colleges consists of 
two 16-week semesters. They have a 2-week break 
between the semesters and an 8-week break at the end of 
the school year. In addition to the regular courses taught 
to the cadets as part of their academic program, the 
cadets are also given a | and 1/2-month practical 
training and adjustment course. The students of the 
Army War College receive intensive training in subjects 
like ambushing, infiltration, tactical assault, crossing 
waters, and survival techniques at the Shooting and 
Maneuver Course in Mentes, Izmir. The students of the 
Air Force War College receive instruction in combat 
training, shooting, glider piloting, and flying T-41 planes 
at the Flying and Training Camp in Yalova. The Naval 
War College works on the principle of “the art of sailing 
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1s learned at sea.” The students are put on the open seas 
to practice what they learn in class. After fighting turbu- 
lent waves, they tour various ports around the world to 
recuperate from their hard days. 


Afie> graduating from a 4-year program at the military 
colleges, the cadets enroll in specialization schools with 
the rank of licutenant. Aficr a 2-year training period in 
these schools they join an army detachment, a ship, or a 
flight squadron as commissioned officers. 


Modern Officer 


The mulitary colleges have embarked on an intensive 
education campaign to train modern officers. In addi- 
tion to a regiment command, cach college has an instruc- 
tional Chairmanship. It is this body that deals with the 
education of the students. This body assesses the defi- 
ciencies former graduates experience in their units and 
develops new curricula accordingly. Explaining the 
importance of this issue, a military faculty officer said: 

“Tomorrow we will be serving side by side with our 
graduates. If we do not train them well, we will pay the 
price.” The officer was trying to say that training 
“complete” officers is essential. 


We cxamined the training and education programs of the 
military colleges by taking the Army War College as an 
example. 


During the 4-year program at the Army War College. the 
students take a total of 3.840 hours of classes of which 
2,224 hours (57.9 percent) are in military science, 624 
hours (16.3 percent) are in social sciences, 400 hours 
(10.4 percent) are in science studies, and 592 hours (15.4 
percent) are in specialization subjects. 


These figures do not include the physical exercise classes 
given daily between 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm, conferences, 
playing on school teams. the adjustment training given 
to newcomers, the year-end practical training, and the 
specialization training classes. 


Specialization Subjects 


All first-year students at the Army War College follow a 
common curriculum. At the end of their first year, the 
students are divided into different military and academic 
specialties depending on the needs of the Army, the wishes 
of the students, and their performance and state of health. 
The available academic specialties are: civil, mechanical 
and electrical and electronic engineering, administration 
(management and control), and law. Military specialties 
are: infantry, tank, artillery, military engineering, commu- 
nications, transportation, finance, army logistics, per- 
sonnel. cartography, and gendarmes. 
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The Air Force War College offers majors in aircraft, 
administration, and clectrical and electronic engi- 
neering. The Naval War College offers majors in 
mechanical, electrical, and electronic engineering. navi- 
gation research and administration. 


The military colleges operate various testing, evaluation 
and curriculum development centers to develop cur- 
ricula. Some of these are: 


Development Centers 


The Research Development Center systematically and 
methodically gathers, classifies, analyzes. synthesizes, 
disseminates, and evaluates information on the projects 
developed to improve school systems. 


The Student Evaluation and Orientation Center per- 
forms the following functions: 


¢ Ensure the mental, physical, social, and emotional 
development of students. 

¢ Train high-morale and well disciplined students. 

* Ensure that students know themselves and take cor- 
rect decisions to solve their problems. Eliminate the 
students’ personal problems. 

¢ Ensure that students have good relationships with cach 
other and can work with each other harmoniously. 

¢ Teach students the habit of doing something with 
their free time and develop their personalities. 


Examinations at the military colleges use multiple- 
choice testing methods, and the students’ answers are 
read by optical decoders. The results of the examinations 
are analyzed for each question separately, and perfor- 
mance rating of each of the faculty members is recorded. 


Information Processing Center 


The Information Collection and Dissemination Center 
has been formed to supply timely and accurate informa- 
tion to divisions at the Army War College with the 
purpose of structuring the curricula in accordance with 
the needs of the time. 


The center organizes seminars during and after the 
school year to familiarize faculty members with 
advances in instructional technology. It also invites 
military and civilian officials to conferences in accor- 
dance with the students’ proposals. 


Top students at the military colleges are sent to educa- 
tional institutions in Turkey and abroad to obtain mas- 
ter’s and doctoral degrees. 


Courses Studied 


First-year students at the Air Force War College take the 
following courses: basic military training, Turkish, mili- 
tary correspondence, mathematics, technical drafting, 
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mechanical science, intelligence and counterintelligence., 
introduction to flying. military protocol and etiquette 
rules, material science, military psychology, map 
reading, introduction to computers, camp and flight 
training. 


In addition to specia! courses offered in the aircraft, 
electronics engineering, and administration divisions, 
every division teaches military training, combat 
training, history of reform in the Turkish Republic, and 
a foreign language. 


Majer Courses 
The various divisions of the Army War College teach the 


technical drafting, material science and metallurgy, fluid 
mechanics, strength of matenals, heat transfer, manufac- 
turing engineering, machine elements, motors and vehi- 


cles, project, design of recoiling weaponry, organization 
and management of military factories. 


Some of the figures which | think may be of interest are 
as follows: 


The number of classrooms, lecture halls and laboratories 
in the Army War College are: 96 general classrooms, 19 
special classrooms, 27 laboratories, 11 lecture halls. 


Special classrooms: 2 motor classrooms, 2 drafting 
rooms, 2 communication rooms, 3 map and topography 
rooms, 3 armaments museums, | armament classroom, | 
ammunition classroom, 2 projection rooms, 2 diesel 
motor classrooms, 2 NBC [expansion unknown], 2 mil- 
itary engineering classrooms, | intelligence classroom, | 
anti-aircraft classroom, and | traffic classroom. 


Laboratories: 3 chemistry laboratories, 4 physics laborato- 
ries, 4 electrical and electronics laboratories, 6 foreign 
language laboratories, and 2 civil engineering laboratories. 
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[Ninth part of 12-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000") 


[Text] The role of the commandants of the military 
colleges is as important as the posture of the Office of the 
General Staff in maintaining the schools as modern 
institutions of learning and training. The commandants 
I met fit neither the image of soldiers I had in mind nor 
resembled any of the commanders | had during my 
military service. All three commandants take a modern 
and scientific approach to education and training and 
consider the military profession a profession of reason. 
All of them have a fatherly attitude and see the cadets as 
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part of themselves rather than as students. Unafraid of 
engaging in a dialog with the students, they live inter- 
mingled with them. They take an interest in every aspect 
of the students’ private lives, from how they are doing in 
their studies to the smallest problems in their private 
lives. They say: “The cadets’ families are also our fam- 
ies.” Special programs have been established to counse! 
students on their problems with their parents or brothers 
and sisters. 


Major General Aktulga 


Maj Gen Dogu Aktulga, the commandant of the Army 
War College, comes from a military family. The son of 
an Army major, Aktulga left the Gazi Lycee in Ankara in 
his first year there and enrolled in a military lycee. He is 
deeply devoted to the military profession. He remembers 
his excitement the day he enrolled in the military lycee. 
“I am moved when I see a military movie or when I see 
a military squad marching in the street.” Having previ- 
ously served as the commandant of the Kuleli Military 
Lycee, he is well experienced in the area of education and 
training. He closely monitors military and civilian edu- 
cation systems across the world. He consumes large 
amounts of tea and cigarettes. 


General Aktulga recalled his entry into military school 
and aired his views on military colleges: 


“At that time my father was a major. When he put me on 
the train in Ankara he told me ‘you may refuse to go if 
you do not want to’ even though he knew that he did not 
make enough money to throw away the train ticket. But 
I wanted to go. | must have found what | wanted to have 
been able to get where I am now. I really like guns. I like 
the battle fatigues and the steel helmet. | like watching 
war movies. But that should not be misinterpreted. That 
does not mean that | like war. War is a course of last 
resort. But | believe that our first duty is to deter war. 
Because deterrence is the best way to preserve peace. 


“| like watching the Normandy landing. We like military 
life, just like the airmen like flying and sailors like the 
sea. We have neither airplanes nor seas. 


“The army is a profession of sacrifices. You must like it 
so much that you can live with the sacrifices. It is not a 
question of having a guaranteed career. With our salaries 
you cannot have a guaranteed standard of living.” 


Some other views of General Aktulga, which we jotted 
down during our conversation, are as follows: 


¢ Civilians and soldiers must join hands to proceed in 
accordance with the principles of the state.“ 

¢ “The military colleges train personnel in military 
science and martial arts.“ 

¢ “Commissioned officers must be equipped with con- 
temporary knowledge.“ 

* “Our graduates are as qualified to teach as any 
teacher, because their function is to educate.” 
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¢ "Military colleges are like compound containers.“ 

¢ “A man has to make two important decisions in his 
life. One is choosing his profession, and the other is 
choosing his marriage partner. We offer conferences 
on marriage and selection of marriage partners to our 
fourth-year students, so that they do not make the 
wrong decision.” 

¢ “We do not have any sister schools; nobody came 
forward with any such proposals. Our doors are open 
to Our universities and lycees. We do not keep any 
closed doors. We allow them to tour the campus, and 
we are hospitable.“ 

¢ “All three military colleges are the same in terms of 
discipline and tolerance. Outside impressions may be 


wrong.” 

¢ “We train our students in accordance with NATO 
standards.“ 

¢ “This year we planted 9,000 trees. We will replace the 
aging trees on our campus with young trees.” 

¢ "We use the resources the government allocates to us 
as efficiently as possible.” 


Major General Oznal 


Air Force Pilot Maj Gen Erdogan Oznal is the comman- 
dant of the Air Force War College. General Oznal likes 
flying and piloting as much as the other commandants 
love the army and the sea. He says: “Flying is a labor of 
love for us.” His students also take the same entusiastic 
view. The only thing they care for is flying. General 
Oznal also wants his students to learn the rules of 
protocol and etiquette very well. He takes an interest in 
each one of them. He shares his experiences with his 
students. He likes greenery and flowers very much. The 
Air Force War College campus in Yesilyurt looked like a 
tulip garden at the time | visited it. 


Stating that “flying is a labor of love,” General Oznal 
said: 


“The modern technology resulting from flying will affect 
your entire life. It will affect your culture, your view of 
the world, your selection of a marriage partner, the way 
of life of your family and the education you will give to 
your children. The speed of our weapon systems and the 
wideness of our horizons is echoed in everything we do. 
For example, | can contemplate travelling at 15,000 
kilometers per hour. Ordinary people cannot contem- 
plate that. My thoughts grow accordingly. At this 
moment, I can see Van before my eyes. That has its 
effects. For example, | can think more broadly. | can be 
more flexible. The air is bigger than both the land and 
the sea. If we think that way, the horizons are ours.” 


Stating that the knowledge of Turkish pilots on com- 
puters, electricity, electronics, and military sciences is no 
different than that of foreign pilots, General Oznal said: 


“The developmental gap between Turkey and Europe or 
the United States is reflected on a much smaller scale [in 
our discipline] than in the civilian sector or in the Army. 
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A lheutenant who graduates from the Air Force War 
College today is at least as knowledgeable as Europeans 
or Americans on subjects such as aerospace, electronics. 
and computer science. If they go abroad they can easily 
keep up with the courses there. We are very strong in 
some areas—such as morale and military training.” 


Rear Admiral Kiyat 


Rear Adm Atilla Kiyat, the commandant of the Naval 
War College, also says that sailing is a “labor of love.” 
Stating that Naval War College students are trained in 
excellent conditions and that its graduates may become 
the Kocs and Sabancis [industrialists] of the future. 
Admiral Kiyat said: “But neither Koc nor Sabanci can 
become ship commanders, even if they spend billions of 
Turkish lira. On the other hand, every student here can 
become a Sabanci in the future because they are trained 
very well.” 


The Naval War College's trillion-lira campus in Tuzla is 
dominated by concrete. The commandant said: 
“Everything here is new. We will correct this deficiency 
in the future.” The Naval War College has facilities that 
the other military colleges do not have. The secretaries of 
all senior commanders, including Commandant Kiyat, 
are female. Large numbers of women also work in the 
libraries and offices. In other words, the atmosphere is 
only semi-military. The students like that. 


Stating that various steps have been taken to prevent 
education at the military schools from becoming boring, 
and that students always have the chance to see their 
families, Admiral Kiyat said: 


“No, we certainly do not break the students away from 
their families. The students leave on Friday afternoons 
and return Sunday evenings. If they wish, their families 
can come and visit them here on Wednesdays. Not only 
are they not broken away from their families, their 
families do not have to worry about things such as 
whether their son goes out with unsavory friends or 
whether he is killed in a traffic accident. Thank God, we 
have none of these perils in our school. They lead 
extremely well organized lives. We try to raise their 
morale as much as possible to prevent their lives from 
becoming boring. Otherwise, no one would survive such 
a marathon. Our students go out of the campus once a 
week. They may not have girlfriends. For that, we 
organize tea parties. Female students from various 
schools attend those parties. | also attend the parties with 
my wife. They chat and dance. They sit here with their 
girlfriends just like university students do with theirs. 
Our students’ girlfriends often visit them here.” 


Precautions Against Infiltration 


The commandants of the military colleges stated that 
they have not taken any special measures against infil- 
tration by extremists and that they trust the students on 
this issue. Below are their common views on this subject: 
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“The places where extremists can infiltrate are generally 
places that have been weakened for various reasons. If 
you can keep the morale of the cadets high. if you can 
inspire confidence in them, and if you can truly teach 
them Ataturk’s principles then there is no need for fear. 
Extremists would not dare to infiltrate if you can create 
a community like that. They would know that they 
would not succeed if they infiltrated and that they would 
be reported in such a community. There may be students 
who may have extreme leftist or rightist views. But the 
student may say: ‘As soon as I tell any one of the others. 
he would be the first one to attack me: they would expose 
me immediately.’ Such activities spread when Turkey 1s 
weakened and anarchy 1s resurrected, because the people 
who may play such games feel that the stage is set for 
them. Consequently, the task of leaders is to make sure 
that the stage is never set for them.” 
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[Tenth part of |2-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000") 


[Text] The bittersweet 4 years at the military colleges 
pass very quickly for the cadets. Their initial excitement 
on entering the military lycee and college is replaced with 
the joyful expectation of the stars they will wear on their 
shoulders and the rank of lieutenant that will be 
bestowed on them when they graduate on 30 August in 
their final year. They will soon be on their way to 
becoming commanders. Rather than having a short 4- or 
8-year period before them, they will have a long period of 
service. 


The overriding obsession of every cadet 1s to graduate 
from school without any problems and without losing 
points on discipline. They say: “We will think about the 
future after we become licutenants.” They do not have 
any worries about “finding a steady and well paying job 
after graduating ” Nor do they have any financial wor- 
ries. They say, “The salary we will be paid will probably 
be enough. Even if it is not enough we will try to live with 
it.” They do not think about marriage soon. They say, “l 
will be marzied in 7 or 8 years al the earliest. First let us 
set ourselv::s On a stcady course.” 


Specialization First 


The graduates of the Army and Air Force War Colleges 
go directly to military specialization schools, while the 
graduates of the Naval War College take up duties on 
ships. 


The graduates of the Army War College enter the | -year 
military specialization schools after they become heuten- 
ants. Having already decided their military class, the 
lieutenants who have chosen to become tank officers, 
communications specialists, infantry specialists, airmen, 
or gendarmes go to military specialization schools in 
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Ankara. Those who choose military engineering and 
transportation go to Izmir. Those who have chosen 


artillery and army logistics go to |-year training pro- 
grams 1 ty ~y aa Balikesir, respectively. In other 
words, the first place the graduates of the Army War 


College - to 1s Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir. Polatli, or 
Balikesir. Later, they are dispatched to various parts of 
the country depending on the lots they draw. 


The students of the Air Force War College take a pilot 
aptitude examination in their 4th year. Those who pass 
this cxarmination are sent to the Flight School in Izmir 
upon graduation. Those who fail are separated into 
radar, engineering, transportation, munitions, aircraft 
maintenance, supply, and infantry specialization classes, 
and are sent to specialization schools. Most of the Air 
Force specialization schools are in Izmir. 


Graduates who attend the 2-year Flight School in Cighi. 
Izmir, later go to the Shooting and Bombardment School 
in Konya and are trained there for 6 more months. Later 
they begin service in squadrons based in Diyarbakir, 
Balikesir, Bandirma, Izmir, Kayseri, Ankara, Merzifon, 
and Konya. 


The graduates of the Naval War College begin serving on 
ships as soon as they graduate. They serve with naval 
detachment based in Golcuk, Izmir, Karadeniz Eregli, 
and Mersin. 


Marriage 


It 1s astonishing how strongly cadets are conditioned to 
getting married 7 to 8 years after graduation. They say, 
“We see no need to get married immediately. We do not 
want to make a commitment so soon.” The idcal age 
they have chosen for marriage is 29 to 30. | asked them, 
“What if you fall in love’? Then what will happen? Which 
girl would wait for you that long”” The answers given 
were more or less identical: 


“| am thinking of marriage in the very distant future, 
because I must first achieve my carcer goals. First | must 
complete my specialization. Then | want to enter the 
War Academy. I do not wish to think about marriage 
until then. Marriage would constitute an obstacle for me. 
I need at least 7 to 8 years. But we are human, and we 
may fall in love. We would not wait if we met someone 
with whom we can gct along and stari a family. Perhaps 
we will be married next year. But thai is a remote 


possibility.” 


The cadets attribute their tendency to avoid marriage to 
concerns about their prospective wives rather than them- 
selves. The remarks of one of the commanders in dis- 
cussing the issue were interesting: 


“Any rational sailor would not allow his daughter to 
marry a lieutenant. An officer who works on a ship 
spends only 92 nights at home in a year. He 1s on the ship 
the rest of the time. How can licutenants and first 
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heutenants marry if all of them serve on ships’? Marnage 
requires responsibility. This 1s why cadets do not think 
of marriage in the near future.” 


Having seen no studies on this issue I do not know the 
facts, but | wonder what proportion of military college 
graduates wait to enter the War Academy. According to 
information obtained from some observers, many of 
them wait—partly to complete their specialization 
training and partly to save enough moncy to pay for 
wedding expenses. Another interesting fact | have 
learned 1s that graduates of military schools generally 
prefer teachers as their marriage partners because they 
too can be assigned to a job in the place of their 
assignment. 


Adequate Salaries” 


The cadets are not in agreement over salaries as unani- 
mously as they are over marriage. Some believe salaries 
are adequate, while quite a few think they are too little. 
Those who say “we did not come here to become rich but 
to have a profession we want” think that the salary they 
will be paid is adequate. Others say. “People have 
expectations from life. Some want homes, others want 
cars, and others want summer homes. We cannot do any 
of those with these salaries.” Some cite the salaries paid 
to the graduates of civilian universities as examples: 
“People who have received education equivalent to ours 
are paid at least 500,000 a month.” 


According to the information | obtained, a marned army 
heutenant with one child is currently paid 387,000 
Turkish lira a month. Lieutenants in the Navy and the 
Air Force are paid the same salary unless they are 
assigned to special duties. However, Air Force War 
College graduates who go on to become pilots are paid 
nearly 800,000 Turkish lira a month after complcting 
their 2-year flight training course. 


The tough living and working conditions notwith- 
Standing, an icer'’s life has its advantages. For 
example, most of them have no housing problem. Mar- 
ried officers in particular are given housing quarters. The 
officers can also shop from OR-KO [Army Cooperative] 
and spend their vacations in military resort camps. They 
can also buy cars on installment through loans by the 
Army Mutual Aid Association. 


Lacky Cadets 


As everywhere else, some cadets are more fortunate than 
others, such as the cadets who currently occupy the desks 
of President Kenan Evren and Chief of the Genera! Staff 
Necip Torumtay. They are perhaps the most enthusiastic 
of all the cadets. They say, “Sitting at these desks is the 
greatest honor for us. We must work to deserve them.” 


Erol Ulukilic is the current occupant of President 
Evren’s former desk. He entered a military lycee because 
he wanted to become an officer from an carly age. 
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Nobody in his famaly has been an officer, he will be the 
first. Wishing to become an army officer, he first entered 
the Kuleli Military Lycee and then the Army War 
College. He says his goal 1s “to become a good officer.” 


Addressing students who wish to cnicr the military 
colleges and thew parents. Ulukilic said, “I have nothing 
10 say to the parents. This is something that 1s completely 
up to the young people. They should come if they wish to 
do so.” 


Levent Gurcan, who 1s the current occupant of General 
Torumtay’s former desk, was very excited when talking 
about his feelings: “It 1s a very beautiful feeling. It is an 
honor that makes one very happy. When I first sat at this 
desk I thought whether I would be able to rise that high. 
Sitting here virtually drives me to work harder and to 
clumb higher.” 


Stating that his interest in ser ing in the army may have 
been aroused by tclevision or movies. Gurcan said that 
military studies require sacrifices. He advises prospec- 
tive candidates for mulitary colleges: 


“They should go to whichever school they like. That 
could be a military or a civilian school. | advise them to 
g0 to wherever they can be useful to the country and the 
nation. | think thai 1f they enter an area which they like 
they will be more successful. | wanted to come here, and 
I came here.” 


Both Ulukilic and Gurcan said that they have not met 
cither the president or the chicf of the general staff and 
that they would be very happy to meet them 
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[Eleventh part of | 2-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000"] 


[Text] The commanders of the year 2000 will be very 
different from the present ones The cadets are taught the 
latest innovations of an age of rapid advancement to 
train them in the best possible manner. This was under- 
scored by the following remark of a service commander: 
“With these facilities and conditions, | would like to 
become a student again.” 


We should not be surprised if in the 2000's we meet 
commanders holding doctoraics and professorships as 
we see them today in the FRG, Britain, and the United 
States. Quite a few of the cadets. who take academic 
courses in addition to military scrence courses, want to 
pursue postgre 4 <-*: «~ctes. Beginning this year, the Air 
Force War Cot. - send five to six of its students to 
the best military aczdemies in the world for postgraduate 
studies. This number will mncrease in Coming years. The 





then to the current 4-year program. Scientific and tech- 
nological subjects began to be taught in addition to 


important.” One of their wishes is a raise in their salary 
which ranges from 7,000 to 10,000 Turkish lira a month. 
Another wish is that upon graduation they be given a 
bachelor’s degree in the scientific discipline they spe- 
cialize in. The cadets have made some calculations 
regarding their salaries. They estimate that they need 
41,000 Turkish lira a month to be able to go to a play, to 
have some tea or coffee on weekends and to buy one 
book each month. They say: “We are happy whether our 
salanes increase or not. It is not very important. It is 
something that our supenors must decide.” 


Another issue which the cadets say “would be nice” is 
that they be given bachelor’s degrees in the scientific 
discipline they study during their 4 years in military 
college. For example, those who study electrical and 
electronic engineering would like to obtain an electrical 
and electronic engineering degree, and those who study 
administration would like to obtain a public administra- 
tion degree. 


According to existing rules, a cadet who wishes to obtain 
an appropriate degree in his discipline must apply to 
universities such as the Middle East Technical Univer- 
sity and the Ankara University and take related courses 
for one or two semesters. 


Professor Kemal Karhan, a former deputy chairman of 
the Higher Education Council and currently a parlia- 
mentary deputy from Izmir and the deputy chairman of 
the Assembly's National Education Commission, pro- 
posed a law on this issue in September 1988. His bill 
— Article 2 of the existing law be amended as 
ollows: 


“The function of the military colleges is to offer educa- 
tion and training equivalent to undergraduate and post- 
graduate education offered in various disciplines in 
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universities, and to train professional officers equipped 
with the necessary military and general culture to impie- 
ment adequately the tactical, technical, and administra- 
tive activities of the Armed Forces.” 


Professor Karhan participated in the Military Education 
Council convened by the Office of the General Staff in 
1973. He has also toured varnious military schools around 
the world and 1s highly knowledgeable about their edu- 
cation and training methods. He said: “Graduates of 
military academies in the United States and the FRG 
receive degrees in engineering. management, and educa- 
tion. There is no reason we should not do the same.” 


Professor Karhan said that on 20 December 1988 he 
received a note from Deputy Prime Minister Kaya 
Erdem stating that his proposal has not been found 
acceptable. He added: 


“The note that | received says: “The curricula offered by 
the military colleges are 4-year programs. It 1s impossible 
to train officers and to offer bachelor-level education in 
that length of time.” The three academies in the United 
States train officers and offer bachelor-level education. 
The 4-year university curriculum in the FRG is com- 
pleted in 3 years in the military universities. The note 
also says: “University-level education would orient stu- 
dents in that direction and would push them away from 
the military. That would encourage students to leave 
military service at a young age.’ That is not an acceptable 
argument in my opinion. Today there are people who 
work as engineers and doctors in the Armed Forces. Are 
they leaving al a young age”” 


I also do not think that giving degrees to cadets would 
push them away from this profession they like so much. 
In fact that would make them more self-confident. On 
the other hand, we need to study whether a student who 
enters a military school with the hope of becoming a 
pilot would want to return to civilian life if he fails the 
aptitude examinations for becoming a pilot. Would a 
cadet who cannot be a pilot but who has an ciectrical and 
electronic engineering degree prefer civilian life over an 
officer's life? This should be studied well. My impression 
in the course of preparing this serics is that even under 
those conditions students who attend the military col- 
leges would remain in the armed forces. 


Professor Generals 


Recently, the commander of the German navy returned 
to his work as a university professor after retiring from 
the navy. He will teach engineering courses to university 
students. Michelson, the first American to win the Nobel 
prize, was a graduate of a military academy. Nearly 80 
percent of the generals in the United States have post- 
graduate degrees. In other words, Western nations have 
combined the military profession with science, and are 
rapidly raising the education level of their officers. Work 
on this issue began in Turkey many years ago. Today 
there are hundreds of officers with doctorates in the 
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[Twelfth part of 12-part feature article by Abbas Guclu: 
“The Commanders of the Year 2000") 


Is admission to military schools casy or difficult? The 
answer to that question differs from person to person in 
terms of entrance requirements as well as from a stand- 
point of complying with rules after enrollment. During 
my conversations with cadets, | met many people who 
found the entrance examinations and the discipline and 
training rules after enroliment “more difficult than 
expected,” as well as people who thought they were “very 


easy.” 
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The letter Air Force War College Commandant Erdogan 
Oznail will send to prospective applicants this year 
echoes the views of the other commandants. His letter 
begins with the salutation “Dear Young Friend.” Ii says: 


“As | address you as the commandant of a military 
college. | relive my own excitement, doubts. and enthu- 
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challenging career prospects it offers. Dear young friend 
who wishes to defend and to protect the secular Turkish 
republic in accordance with Ataturk's principles: The Air 
Force War College wants to prepare you for the 2/s 
century by putting your diligence, intelligence. and 
strength to the best use. If you want to fly mm the blue 
skies and you want to live with space. aircraft, scence, 
and technology, shoot for the skics and join us. 


ments General Ornal’s remarks with the following 
advice to students and parents. 


sity. But one must nd oneself of such considerations. If a 
young man feels something move inside him when 

hears a squad of soldiers march, or if he likes watching 
the movie “Patton,” then he likes this profession. Liking 
a profession is essential regardicss of what ut is. The 
military is a profession of sacrifice. You must love it so 
much that you can cope with its sacrifices. It 1 nol a 
question of having a secure career. In any event that is 
not a factor that moves young people at this age. | know 
from my days as the commandant of the Kulel: Military 
Lycee, and | offer this advice to parents: Leave your 





chuldren alone when they are choowng a profession. | 
have seen cases where the parents told their son: “Son, we 
have no soldiers mm our family. you go and become a 
soldier.” That puts a terrifying pressure on a young man. 
He loves his parents and docs not want to refuse their 
wish. He enters the military school, but later he cannot 
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Tough F :aminations 


as 
tough as one can smagine. First, an applicant needs to 


The applicants are required to have graduated from a 
lycee mm the year of application, to be single, to be 20 


years old of younger. and must mect certain proportions 


of 
technical lycees. This year for the first time, the Army 
War College will hold a separate selection examination 
among those who have passed the university entrance 
cramination 
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Ait Force War College has an aptrtude test that 5 not 
rwen by the other military colleges. Apphcants are sub- 

to an intensive Computer-aided aptitude tes! im the 
‘s psychomotor laboratory. This test determines the 
* aptitude for flying. The applicant sits before a 
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the furure you will curse yourselves for not leaving 
Leave now when it 1s casy to leave.” In the end those who 
wish to leave leave and those who wish to stay stay. That 
18 followed by imauguration ceremomies, the ceremony of 
taking oaths, and the first visit home im a cadet’s 
uaiform. The cadets generally never take off their un- 
form in ther first visit home: their parents’ cyes fill with 
tears, and their relatives and friends come to congratu- 
late them. The life of the new cadet has taken a new turn 
and many years of service in the profession he loves 
await him 
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